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Postal History Place:
From the Stamp Specialist Gray Book, 1943, Pt. 3

A Sheaf of War Covers
From the Collection of The Reverend William H. Tower

Vice-President of the War Cover Club

If you enjoy this article, and are not already a subscriber, 
for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a month. To 
subscribe, email subs@stampnewsnow.com

As noted in part 1, from time to time the author refers to covers whose 
images were not included in the article. In addition, it was difficult to 
find similar images to those pictured or referred to in the text. JFD.
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A remarkable turned 
cover, sent to a soldier 
on the frontline in the 
Crimean War, Gun-
ner Thomas Smith in 
1855. Having neither 
paper nor pencil to 
write back, he turned 
the envelope inside out 
and used gunpowder 
as a makeshift ink. 
The cover reached its 
destination and is no 
part of the British Li-
brary Philatelic Col-
lections.
In the letter, he ex-
plains “…you must 
excuse all mistak and 
bad writing for this is 
not ink it is powder 
disolved.”
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A late May 1858 cover addressed to “Major Orr, Comr. Field Force, H.C. Camp, 
Shahjehanpore” and endorsed “Stamped” with a 1/2 anna blue stamp can-
celled by a neat manuscript “130” barred numeral, but with no other postal 
marks. As this cover was sent within the war zone, this numeral belonged 
to Shanjapore and it is thought that the Post Office had just reopened after 
being looted by the Rebels, explaining the lack of handstruck marks.

A amourning usage during the Mutiny, with an 1854 1/2a blue tied to a 
small mourning cover to Fort Trichinopoly, India, by indistinct postmark with 
“Trichinopoly/De 24, 1857” arrival backstamp, 
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A cover to Aachen with September 11, 1866 double circle Feldpost 
handstamp and fancy Eagle regimental cachet, the back with the 
sender’s information, including “Regimant No 28.” and what looks to 
be a September 14 receiver backstamp.
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Note: in lieu of the cover described in the text on page 39 and in this caption, we show here a 
similar cover with “K. PR. Feldpost Relais No. 43 16 2” handstamp.
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Ballon Monte flown 
“Gazette des Ab-
sents,” No. 32 of 
Jan. 26 1871, ad-
dressed to Limoges 
and bearing 20 cen-
times Siege issue 
with “17” in Star 
cancellation and 
with Rue du Pont 
Neuf datestamp of Jan. 27, arrival dat-
estamp on reverse; this was the last Ballon 
Monte flight.

A piece of pellicule (mount-
ed for display on a glass 
microscope slide) carried 

by pigeon into Paris
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Japan circa 1904-5. Russo-Japanese War 
illustrated military post card.

1912 Japan Occupation of 
Korea post card.

Picture post card 
showing Japa-
nese soldiers in 
Korea.
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From http://www.mikewhiteuk.com/
A lettersheet to Gumma-ken, Ja-
pan from a Japanese 3rd Army 
soldier cancelled by a 3rd Army 
FPO No 2, Branch FPO 1 circular 
date stamp.  The Japanese Gen-
eral Nogi Maresuke and the 3rd 
Army were assigned the taking 
of the Russian Naval Port of Port 
Arthur in China. Nogi began shell-
ing on August 7, 1904 and then 
planned to assault 174 meter Hill 
defended by 5th and 13th East 
Siberian Regiments. This cost 
Nogi 16,000 + casualties and he 
settled for a siege being unable to 
penetrate the Russian defenses. 
203 Meter Hill became the next 
focal point of Nogi and on 26th No-
vember he made a frontal assault 
and after 9 days of bitter fighting 
the Japanese finally overran the 
Russian positions. 
This was critical as 
Nogi was now able to 
move his 11 inch guns 
to the hill and shell the 
Russian warships in 
the harbor. Russia sur-
rendered Port Arthur 
on January 2, 1905 
after costing the Japa-
nese 57,780 killed, 
wounded or missing.
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Another example of the Military Sta #1, Manila cancel on a 2¢ entire 
cancelled by a Jun 28, 1900 circular date stamp, sent to a relative in 
Iowa by a member of the 32nd Regiment.
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Above, a cover can-
celled on the first day 
of business for the Mili-
tary Post Office in the 
Philippines, on July 30, 
1898 at Cavite, about 
10 miles southwest 
of Manila. This first 
U.S. post office in the 

Philippines was designated as the Philippine Station branch of San 
Francisco. Also shown is a cover used on the latest recorded date,  
January 18, 1899.
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c. August 1, 1885 stampless envelope to Wales endorsed 
“Soudan Campaign, no stamps available”, in the hand 
of Dundonald and addressed to his mother, having a 
mostly very fine small 6 Aug. “WADI-HALFA” c.d.s. and 
matching boxed “T” on the front, with a very fine London 
handstruck “2½” charge struck in transit. Dundonald 
was famous for reporting the death of Gordon, and for 
various successful actions against the dervishes.
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1901 envelope addressed to Natal bearing Ceylon 2c strip of three 
tied by Diyatalawa Camp datestamp with oval “Diyawalawa Camp/
Passed/Censor” cachet, routed via Colombo with Ladysmith receiver 

and oval “Staff Offi-
cer Prisoner of War/
Ladysmith/15th Feb 
1901” Camp cachet in 
violet

1900 locally ad-
dressed envelope 
bearing a Baden 
Powell small format 
3d pale blue tied by 
a Mafeking AP 10 
1900 datestamp.

To be Continued

If you enjoyed this article, and are not already a 
subscriber, for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a 
month. To subscribe, email subs@stampnewsnow.com


