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Postal History Place:
From the Stamp Specialist Gray Book, 1943, Pt. 4

A Sheaf of War Covers
From the Collection of The Reverend William H. Tower

Vice-President of the War Cover Club

As noted in part 1, from time to time the author refers to covers whose 
images were not included in the article. In addition, it was difficult to 
find similar images to those pictured or referred to in the text. JFD.

If you enjoy this article, and are not already a subscriber, 
for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a month. To 
subscribe, email subs@stampnewsnow.com

Bulgaria 1912 postal card with red War 
Tax overprint. Reverse has a photograph 
of Prince Boris. He later became Tsar Boris 
III of Bulgaria, and died in 1943 under 
mysterious circumstances following a visit 
to Hitler in Germany. 

A 1913 censored cover sent 
by a soldier in Bulgaria’s 
45th Infantry Regiment.
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See also, p. 56.
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1913 Bulgaria Occupation of Turkey: 1913 view card of Turkish 
Sultan’s palace with insets of prominent personages in the war to 
Antwerp, Belgium with May 31 arrival circular datestamp upper left, 
franked with Turkey 1911 5st tied by Andrinople “1” Mar 13 Turk-
ish bilingual circular datestamp and another 5st tied by Odrin May 9 
circular datestamp, manuscript dateline “22/5/13”—i.e. May 9 in old 
dating. March 13 was the date the Bulgarians occupied Andrinople 
and the upper right stamp was affixed and cancelled, apparently as  
a favor to the sender. The second 5st was added to make the correct 
external postcard rate and the card was mailed to Belgium.
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See also, page 58.
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Above, a May 29, 1935 usage of the Italian Military “Forze Armate” 
card, from Eritrea to Bologna.

Below, another card, this one with the Forze Armate imprint mostly 
covered over by Italian Eritrea stamps, sent via airmail to Rome.
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(This cover is not mentioned in the text)
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*

* See page 61.
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Diplomatic correspondence sent from Ecuador during the 1941 War 
to Peru, via the Argentine Consulate. It is backstamped in Peru, with 
a boxed duplex that reads in Spanish and English “Visit Peru, the 
Land of the Incas.”
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See also p. 63.
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A card very similar to that described on page 62. The front includes 
the same “Three Corners” scene in Myslowitz, Germany, where the 
borders of the three empires met at the time. The back has stamps 
and 1911 cancellations of Austria and Russia. I could not identify the 
German stamp, but it has the “No Foot Width…” message described 
in the text. JFD.
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*

* See page 65.
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Top, 25 Nov 
1917  Wor ld 
War I AEF APO 
#8 YMCA 
censored Pa-
triotic cover. 
Bottom, 1916 
postcard from 
Belgium to Hol-
land, then for-
warded with 
Netherlands 5c 
value and la-
bel to Belgian 
soldier “Armie 
Belge-en Cam-
pa ign”  wi th 
“Postes Mili-
taire Belgique” 
postmark. At 
the time, Bel-
gium was Ger-
man occupied. 
[ The  au thor 
states “…Bel-
gione” which is 
incorrect. JFD.]

A souvenir post card picturing the 
doorway to St. Jacob’s Church in 
Jerusalem with Egyptian Expedition-
ary Force stamps canceled October  
12, 1918
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*

Although, page 65, the author states this “Troupes Mobilisees de Ta-
hiti” boxed handstamp was in use for only a few hours, that is not 
the case. The photo in the original article shows a January 5, 1915 
Papeete postmark; this cover has a March 25, 1915 postmark.

* See pages 67-69.
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A 1918 A.E.F. Killed in Action cover. In World War I mail 
to AEF members that were either Killed or Missing in Ac-
tion was held until after the war. This cover was sent from 
Marshfield, Wisc. to a Private in the 38th Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Division and was not returned until 1919.

A 1916 POW cover from Berne to Constantinople (care of 
the U.S. Embassy) returned with green printed “Inconnu/
comme Prisonnier de Guerre/RETOUR” label.

A Knights of Colum-
bus AEF Christmas 
Greeting card “Some-
where in France”. 
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A much-travelled cover with a wealth of postal markings applied in 
a failed attempt to find the addressee. It originated in Great Britain 
November 17, 1914, addressed to the Hotel Pais Boulogne. It shows 
a hexagonal T / 30 postage due handstamp in black (top center) 
alongside French 20c and 10c Postage Dues tied by a Calais [18 Nov] 
circular date stamp (and at some point deleted in red ink). Manuscript 
notations include a British P.O., Shifted to Hardelot, British Red Cross 
Unit No 2 & Lahore Hospital. There also is a large circular British red 
Cross & Order of St. Johns / 30 Dec 1914 /Base P.O. handstamp in 
red, with on the reverse various types of Base Office D datestamps 
between January 4-26, 1915 applied as they were trying to locate 
the addressee. Eventually the cover was sent back to the U.K., then 
returned to France with on the reverse an “Inconnu / a’ Hardelot” label 
(upper left) and on the face a London 19 Jan 15 datestamp, with the 
remains of an additional redirection label (in the center) applied. Also 
on the reverse is a Base Office / D [26 Jan] transit datestamp and 
Hardelot / Calais [6 Feb] arrival datestamp.
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A 1916 Christmas 
postcard from Den-
mark to England, 
captured and de-
layed, to a passen-
ger on the SS Gerda 
with a double line 
purple handstamp 
“Part of Mail Cap-
tured/by Germans 
and Delayed”, re-
ceived in Great Brit-
ain in February 1917 
after being forwarded.

A 1916 cover from 
the U.S. to Switzer-
land, forwarded to 
Belgium, censored 
by the French and 
returned by 
the Germans 
because it was 
written in a 
“forbidden lan-
guage” (per the 
handstamp on 
the reverse).
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(See also page 72.)
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1918 “Soldiers Mail” cover with Stars and Stripes imprint used from 
APO 902, with Censor handstamp lower left and U.S. Postal Express 
datestamp upper right.

Cover from an American Chaplain in the A.E.F. in Siberia to New York 
City to the future Cardinal Hayes, who was appointed Archibishop of 
New York in March 1919, and had just prior to that been Vicar Apos-
tolic of the U.S. Military. The stamp, Sc. 530, is tied by a “U.S. Postal 
Agency Siberia Oct. 9, 1910 10AM” duplex cancel, the cover also with 
two “A.E.F. Siberia Censored” handstamps.

“On Active Service” 
envelope endorsed 
from soldier at “Vlad-
ivostok, E. Russia” 
to Manchester, Eng-
land, with Allied Ex-
peditionary Force in 
Siberia Field Post 
Office 201 double-
ring Sept. 20, 1919 
c.d.s., redirected to 
Stockport.
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U.S. AEF WWI in North-
ern Russia 1918 cover 
to England with Intelli-
gence handstamp sent 
through Russian postal 
system, also with boxed 
“Postal Censor”. 

U.S.  AEF in 
Siberia cover 
with 1918 U.S. 
Postal Agency 
Siberia rubber 
h a n d s t a m p 
and A.E.F. Si-
beria Censored 
purple boxed 
handstamp.

U.S. AEF WWI 
YMCA enve -
lope with Oct. 
25 1918 U.S. 
Postal Agency 
Siberia rubber 
h a n d s t a m p , 
w i t h  b o x e d 
A.E .F .  S ibe -
ria Censored 
handstamp.
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(To the left and right of 6:00 A.M. It also is in the receiving postmark, though barely visible.)
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The full 1932 Disarmament set con-
sisted of Scott 210-215 and C18-C20. 
The cover bears C18 and C19, shown 
at right is the 90 centimes, Sc. C20.
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A propaganda post card (We thank our Führer) and cancel (Reichenberg 
December 4, 1938, in Free Sudetenland [by] choice and declaration)
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If you enjoyed this article, and are not already a 
subscriber, for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a 
month. To subscribe, email subs@stampnewsnow.com


