
was handed him and delivered it to the post offices at either 
Colon or Panama. 

This, of course did not suit the requirements of the U.S. 
so the Zone authorities cabled Washington on June 20, 1904, 
asking that certain towns or stations along the “line” be an-
nounced as post offices, and asking for a supply of U.S. stamps 
be forwarded, same to be overprinted “Canal Zone.” 

An executive order by the President at once established 
these offices, and on June 22 a copy of the order was sent 
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Panama, 
accompanied by a request that he supply the government of 
the Zone for temporary use, with the then current postage 
stamps of the Republic overprinted, before delivery, with the 
words “Canal Zone.” Mr. Arias, the Foreign Minister, promptly 
responded, and on June 24, 1904, U.S. Postal Service was 
established throughout the Zone. 

 O n 
Ju ly  13 th 
t h e  s u p -
ply of post-
age stamps 
was received 
from Wash-
ington and 
the use of 
the Panama 
stamps dis-
continued. 

T h e 
P a n a m a 
stamps used 
during this 
23 day period 
were 2 cen-
tavo Panama 
#77, 5 cen-
tavo #78, and 10 centavo #79, 
which became by overprint-
ing, Canal Zone #1, 2 and 3, 
respectively. 

The overprint as noted 
above, was applied before 
delivery to the Zone authori-
ties by use of a rubber hand 
stamp. The three values were 
equivalent to 1, 2 and 5¢ in U. 
S. money, and numbers issued 
were 2,600, 7,800 and 4,940, 
respectively. With the order es-
tablishing the Post Offices was 
an order ruling that domestic 
rates of postage would apply 
between the Canal Zone and 
the U.S. This had the effect of at 
once greatly reducing the rates. The following quotation from 
the First Annual Report of November 1, 1904, of the Governor 
of the Canal Zone is interesting. 

Yesterday in Stamps:

Canal Zone Philatelic History
by Rudolph B. Weiler (From STAMPS Magazine, January 10, 1942)

T h e  
United States 
a c q u i r e d 
f r o m  t h e 
Republic of 
Panama for 
$10,000,000 
a strip of land 
10 miles wide 
across the 
Isthmus of 
Panama (the 
cities of Colon 
and Panama 
excepted) and 
the assets of 
the bankrupt 
French Canal 
Company in -
cluding the Pan-
ama Railroad, 
for the sum of 
$40,000,000. 
This  country 
took possession 
o f  the  newly 
named Canal 
Zone on May 
4, 1904, and at 
once proceeded 
to organize the 
area. The postal 
arrangements 
received early 
attention. Un-
der the French 
regime there 
were no post-
a l  fac i l i t i es 
worthy of the 
name. Each 
m o r n i n g  a 
train left Colon 
going South 
and another 
left  Panama 
going North. A 
messenger on 
each train took 
what mail there 
was for points 
along the “line” 
and delivered 
it to the Sta-
tion Agent or 
to the policeman at each stop. If neither were present, he left 
the mail on the station platform. He also accepted what mail 

Stampless cover with Panama Railroad Com-
pany Nov 17 1891 Colon cancel in blue, corner 
card in black, used locally. 

Cover to Bordeaux, France, with blue “Con-
sulat de France, a Panama” with eagle 
cachet and British Post Office “Panama 
Sp. 6, 1856” double-circle backstamp, red 
London transit, red boxed “Colonies Art 
18” handstamp and Calais transit, rated 
“15” decimes due, an example of an Anglo-
French Postal Convention use.

Canal Zone 5c blue (Sc. 2) 
tied to piece by full “Ma-
tachin Canal Zone/Jun 25 
1904” c.d.s. first day cancel.

1895 French Canal Company stampless 
cover to Colon with printed company ad-
dress at top, Panama 26 Mars 95 Canal 
de Panama cancel in black.

Canal Zone 1904 2c-10c First Issue complete 
(Sc. 1-3) tied (5c left uncancelled) by purple bar 
cancellation on postcard to San Jose Cal., with 
matching “Canal Zone * Ancon Jun 28 1904” 
c.d.s., the reverse with Cristobal and New 
York transits.



“Upon the discontinuance of the use of Panama 
over-printed stamps there was left on hand 700 
5-cent stamps and 304 10-cent stamps. These were destroyed 
by burning in the presence of a board appointed by the governor, 
to whom the board reported the result as above. 

“In view of the fact that charges have been made to the 
effect that counterfeit Panama Zone postage stamps have been 

sold to stamp collectors, the statement seems appropriate that 
no officer of the Zone government ever had anything whatever 
to do with the surcharging of the Panama stamps, or ever had 
in his possession any unsurcharged stamps that were owned 
by the Zone government, or ever had in his possession any of 
the rubber stamps or type used in surcharging. 

“The postal service has been a great convenience, and 
appears to have been patronized somewhat by the merchants 
and other residents of Panama and Colon, who could forward 
their mail to the United States at the rate of 2 cents United 
States currency per ounce, instead of 10 cents local currency 
per half ounce.” 

 The rather mild comment contained in the last sentence 
discloses a situation which the Governor greatly played down. 
With the advent of the new rates the citizens of Colon did their 
mailing across the street in Cristobal in U. S. Territory, and at 
Panama, they walked over to Ancon, likewise for this purpose. 
The wholly unforeseen result was that the Postal Revenues of 
the Republic of Panama practically vanished as the two cities of 
Colon and Panama constituted almost all of the population of 
the Republic. Long and vigorous complaints were made to the 
Canal Zone authorities about this as well as some other mat-
ters. The situation became so serious that President Roosevelt 
sent the Secretary of War, Wm. H. Taft, down to the Isthmus to 
arbitrate these difficulties. The result was a series of executive 
orders, known to historians as the Taft Agreement. The only 
one of interest to Philatelists is dated Dec. 3, 1904, as follows-

“All mail . . . shall bear stamps of the Republic of Panama 
properly crossed by a printed mark of the Canal Zone Govern-
ment and at domestic rates. The authorities of the Canal Zone 

Canal Zone 
1904 1c-
5c  Over -
prints (Sc. 
4-6)  t ied 
by purple 
rectangular 
grids, with 
match ing 
“ C a n a l 
Zone Aug. 
10, 1904” circular datestamp on legal-size cover to Croydon, England, 
with 1904 New York and receiving backstamps.

Canal Zone 1904 
10c Yellow (Sc. 3) 
tied by “Canal Zone, Cristobal Jul. 8, 1904” circular datestamp 
on visual all-over advertising cover, both front and back includ-
ing 33 different advertisements on the reverse, addressed to 
Germany, magenta boxed Ancon on front.

Canal Zone 1c-5c Second issue (Sc. 4-6), 
singles of each along with Panama 1c Green 
(Sc. 76b) tied by magenta Ancon Jul 21, 1904 
seven-bar cancels on picture postcard to 
Germany, with Cristobal transit, New York 
Foreign Branch c.d.s. and German receiver.

Canal Zone 1904 5c Blue 
(Sc. 2) tied by violet barred 
“Canal Zone” with matching 
“Canal Zone, Ancon, Jun. 27, 
1904” circular datestamp 
on cover to Cristobal, arrival 
datestamp also ties stamp, 
also with violet “U.S. Public 
Health and Marine Hospital 
Service” handstamp, the 
fourth day of use.

Left, a genuine 1904 2¢, Sc. 1; right, a counterfeit, from 
www.PhilatelicFoundation.org, where they state, that the 
counterfeit lacks the typical dot after “C”, the first “A” of 
Canal is too tall and the serif of the bar of “E” is straight 
instead of having the angled shape of a horn.
Below, also from the PF site, is a piece from a cover with 
the counterfeits postally used and cancelled.



shall purchase from the Republic of Panama such stamps as 
the authorities of the Canal Zone desire to use in the Canal 
Zone at 40 per cent of their face value . . . . ” 

The author has in his possession a copy of #3 on cover 
expertized by a leading continental dealer as genuine, also a 
letter from a leading U. S. dealer stating it is counterfeit. Of 
course, the Panama stamps being readily obtainable at the 
Panama Post Office for a considerable time, there was noth-
ing to prevent an enterprising individual from getting a rubber 
stamp made, and manufacturing Canal Zone stamps galore. 
The genuine stamps were sold in very limited quantities, only 
enough for actual postal needs of the individual, so that blocks 
are practically nonexistent, and dealers had no opportunity 
to stock up. 

The Cover franked with #2, from the author’s collection 
tells a very interesting story. It is a Washington House enve-
lope. This hotel was originally built by the Panama Railroad 
Company for use of travelers over the system and came into 
possession of the U. S. with the purchase of the railroad from 
the bankrupt French Canal Company. It notes “P Canavag-
gio, Manager.” He was undoubtedly a substantial citizen as 
his name appears on the Real Estate Tax Assessor list for the 
city of Colon at that time. The hotel address on the envelope 
is given as “Colon R.C.” The last two letters stand for Republic 
of Columbia which indicates that it was printed prior to the 
Panama revolution of November 3, 1903, which made Colon a 
part of the Republic of Panama. The rest of the story is clear. 
The sender wrote the letter in the lobby of the hotel in Colon 
and addressed the envelope to Dr. Pierce at Ancon. Then to 
save postage as explained above, he walked across the street 
into Cristobal, bought a stamp at that post office and mailed 
the letter the afternoon of July 3, 1904. The back stamp shows 
its receipt at Ancon post office at the other end of the Isthmus 
on July 4, the next day. 

The first three stamps are interesting from the fact that 
in a period of seven months the same stamp has served three 
nations. Originally engraved for the Republic of Columbia 
they were overprinted “Panama” in red for use of the Panama 
Republic established November 3, 1903, and were later hand 
stamped as described for use on the Canal Zone. 

The second issue, #4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, overprinted “Canal 
Zone/Panama” at Washington are the only stamps showing the 
word Panama in connection with the words Canal Zone. Even 
today, if mail addressed to Canal Zone reaches the Panama 
City post office in error it is returned to sender marked with 

the comment that no such place exists. The Panamanians 
are fussy about their titles. The address should end with the 
words “Canal Zone.” 

In compliance with the executive order the Canal Zone 
government bought #9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 from the Panamanian 
Government at 40 per cent of face and overprinted them “Canal 
Zone.” While these stamps are marked in Centavos, they were 
used for the same number of cents. 

In the following eight years the Zone Government paid the 
Republic of Panama over $280,000 for stamps under the Taft 
agreement,. solely as a “good neighbor” gesture. 

The value of the Columbian currency in use in Panama in 
1904 fluctuated widely. In order to stabilize it, an agreement was 
entered into June 24, 1904, between Panama and the United 
States to fix the value of the Peso at 50c gold. In accordance 
with this agreement 4,000,000 
“Pesos” in silver were coined at the 
Philadelphia mint for the Republic 
of Panama and put in circulation 
February 12, 1905. A new unit of 
currency was established known as 
the “Balboa” whose value was $1 
in United States money. This coin, 
however, was entirely fictitious, the 
largest coin being the half Balboa, 
equivalent to 50¢ in United States 
money. 

The color line was very sharply drawn as follows-
White Canal employ-

ees were paid in United 
States gold, hence were 
known as “gold” employ-
ees. Sums under $5.00 
were paid in this new cur-
rency. All others were paid 
in above described silver 
and were known as “sil-
ver” employees. No paper 
money was in use on the 
Canal Zone. The 50c coin 
was facetiously referred 
to by American Canal 
employees as “one dollar, 
tin,” to distinguish it from 
“one dollar, gold.” It was 
also known as “one dol-
lar, spiggotty.” All stamp 
issues of the Republic of 
Panama beginning in 1905 are marked “centesimos de Balboa” 
or hundredth of a Balboa. Thus 2 centesimos de Balboa was 
2c in regular money. 

Every employee, whether “Gold” or “Silver” had to present 
a brass identification check in order to draw his pay. 

The first Postmasters on the Canal Zone were the Rail-
road station agents and the Post Offices were at the Railroad 
stations of the Panama Railroad Company. The offices were 
neither Registration nor Money Order offices. In 1905 the Post 
Offices were put in charge of regular full time Postmasters and 
removed from the Railroad stations to separate quarters. They 
were also made registration offices at this time. The registration 
fee was 8c, and to get this amount, with stamps then in use, 
required the use of a minimum of three stamps, so requisition 
was made on the Republic of Panama for 8c stamps. Evidently 
the Panama post office was overstocked on the 50 centavo item, 
so these were overprinted 8c (Sc. 14, 15, 28, 29, 30, see p. 33). 

1904 5c blue 
(Sc. 2) tied by 
7 -bar  K i l l e r 
on cover from 
Cr is toba l  to 
Panama, Jul 3, 
1904, “Wash-
ington House” 
Panama Rail-
road Co. cor-
ner card, back-
stamped Ancon 
and Panama, 
an example of 
the purchase of stamps in Colon, Columbia, but carried to 
and mailed from the Canal Zone. This is the cover described 
in this article.

A line of non-whites waiting to 
get paid.



T h i s 
photo from 
“ P a n a m a 
and the Ca-
n a l ”  ( A b -
bot) shows 
Main street 
at Gorgona 
in 1909. The 
post office is 
the building 
on the left 
with flagpole 
(arrow). The 
building on 
the right with 
flagpole is the 
mess hall or “hotel.” The building in the foreground is one end of 
the Gorgona railroad station. It was here the storekeeper piled 
his excess stock of coffins in the early days. The tracks in the 
foreground are the road bed of the original Panama railroad. 
On payday evening the line of employees, including the Author, 
waiting to go into the post office to deposit their money would 
extend across the railroad tracks (page 32). The post office was 
very accommodating, staying open until all had been served. 
The next day Uncle Sam had nearly all his money back, after 
charging 30¢ per $100 for the accommodation. All of the area 
shown is now under the waters of Gatun Lake. 

The Author experienced a peculiar sensation when he 
first walked under the U.S. flag over the entrance of the post 
office shown and under a sign marked U.S. Post Office and 
put down $5.00 in gold for a few stamps at the stamp window, 
and received stamps printed in Spanish and for change nine 
“tin” dollars in Spanish and a hand full of similar chicken feed. 

The 1906 issue #21 to 26 was the first full set printed for 
the Republic of Panama. It was the product of the Hamilton 
Bank Note Company. This issue as well as the following one 
by the American Bank Note Company were issued without 
gum, due to the difficulty in keeping the stamps from sticking 
in the hot, humid tropics. It was therefore necessary to apply 
adhesive, Library paste, to the stamps. This gave rise to the 
“Stampless Covers” of the period. The Isthmian cockroaches 
which were gargantuan in size—local reports were that they 
could bite a violin string in two in one bite, and after having 
seen some of these animals in action the author doesn't think 
this an exaggeration—would completely eat up the stamp for 
the paste on the back. 

The author has a number of envelopes showing this. One 
cover was dropped in the Gorgona post office slot July 16, 1909, 
after the stamp was pasted on by the author; it arrived in the 
United States with the stamp missing. On the original, the teeth 
marks of the animals are distinctly visible. It was customary 

1904 8c on 50c (Sc. 15) used 
with 1c on 20c Violet (Sc. 16), tied 
by “Tabernilla Apr. 24, 1906” 
duplex cancels on Canal Zone 
Commission corner card cover 
with “Official Business” crossed 
out, one of only two recorded ex-
amples of the 8-cent on 50-cent 
surcharge used on cover.

Canal Zone 1904 8c on 50c bister brown 
(Sc. 14) tied with 2¢ (Sc. 11) on registered 
Isthmian Canal Commission penalty en-
velope from Empire to New York, with Jun 
6, 1906, handstamp Cristobal registry 
“etiquette”, Cristobal (Jun 7), and New York 
(June 18) registry postmarks on reverse.

Canal Zone 1904-06 Third series (Sc. 
9-10, 12-14) tied by magenta 7-bar kill-
ers on cover from Cristobal to New York, 
with Cristobal c.d.s. Mar 29, 1905, sent 
by steamer Finance (upper left direc-
tive), backstamped NY May 5.

1904 5c blue (Sc. 2) tied by purple Gorgona 
July 6, 1904 circular datestamp with bars can-
cel on blue cover to Culebra, one of only eleven 
First Issue covers recorded from Gorgona.

Canal Zone Sc. 21-26



for employees to use penalty envelopes. The stamps being 
eaten off, the words “penalty for private use $300.” would show 
as indicated. This was a great worry. Finally the Canal Zone 
Government forbid the use of penalty envelopes by employees 
for private correspondence, not because of the trouble with the 
stamps, but because frequently misdirected mail would come 
back to the Isthmus, and even the letter inside would give no 
clue to the writer, it would begin “Dear Bill” and would be signed 
“Joe.” [Note: Scott lists these stamps with original gum. JFD.]

The canal was opened to traffic in 1915. The Republic of 
Panama got out a set of stamps to commemorate the Panama 
exposition and the opening of the canal. 

On May 28th, 1924, President Coolidge by proclamation 
abrogated the Taft Agreement as of June 1, 1924, and after 
having used the issues of a foreign nation for more than 19 
years, the Canal Zone started to use for the second time U.S. 
overprints #70 to 81 flat top As and #84 to 104 Sharp top As. 

Canal Zone 
1924 12¢ 
brown vio-
let, flat “A” 
in overprint 
(Sc. 76) tied 
along with 
1¢  g reen 
(Sc. 71) by 
barred el-
lipses on Canal Zone Official Business penalty envelope 
with Official Business and Penalty crossed out, sent regis-
tered to Detroit Mich., postmarked “Balboa Heights Regis-
tered Jul 1 1924” on the first day of issue, with Cristobal 
and Detroit backstamps.

Rare Canal Zone 1924 
12¢ brown violet with 
“ZONE” inverted (Sc. 
76a), one of two un-
used and seven used 
examples.

Canal Zone 1915-1920 Pictorials complete set 
(Sc. 42-45, 49-51, 58-59)

In 1928 for the first time in its existence, the Canal Zone 
got stamps that were truly its own, the famous Isthmian Canal 
Commission issue, #105-114. It is quite surprising that on no 
stamp engraved for Canal Zone use is there a likeness of the 
man whose foresight and driving force made the Canal pos-
sible—Theodore Roosevelt (see page 35). 

The twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the opening of the canal on August 15, 
1914, was celebrated with the “before” 
and “after” issue, #120-135, showing 
excellent views during construction 
and after completion of many points 
of interest. 

The last stamp issued was the 
30¢ Williamson stamp, #113, issued 
in 1940 and treated as part of the 
Isthmian Canal Commission set. Al-

Canal Zone Unissued 5¢-$1 Coat of Arms (Footnoted by 
Scott after Sc. 69), complete set of seven. These stamps 
were not issued when the Taft Agreement was abrogated.

Canal Zone 1925-28 2c-$1.00 Type B Overprints (Sc. 84-95) 
cancelled or tied by handstamps, used with few additional 
stamps and with 2c and 5c Panama Lindbergh labels, also 
with purple “Balboa C.Z. Registered, Feb. 8, 1929” back-
stamps on legal-size 2c entire to Whitneyville Conn., also 
with blue “Air Mail First Flight Canal Zone-U.S.A.” cachet 
and various transit backstamps.

Sc. 105-112, 114

Sc. 113



though he was a Colonel at the time 
of his death he was a civilian while 
a member of the Canal Commission, 
and was paid $4,000 less per annum 
than the Army and Navy men in com-
parable positions.

Canal Zone (Sc. 120-135)

Sc. 133, a stamp for Teddy Roos-
evelt, was issued in 1949 “GREAT READING” SALE

* For individual orders, add 50¢ per magazine P&H;  
$3.50 per issue to foreign addresses.

Vol. 5, No. 3  (May-Aug. ’99) ..6.50
Vol. 5, No. 4  (Sept.-Oct. ’99) ..6.50
Vol. 5, No. 5  (Nov.-Dec. ’99) ..6.50
Vol. 6, No. 1  (Jan.-Feb. ’00;  ......... 
     Reprint)  ..........................6.50
Vol. 6, No. 2  (Mar.-Apr. ’00) ...6.50
Vol. 6, No. 3  (May-June. ’00) .6.50
Vol. 6, No. 4 (July-Aug. 00, 
     “May-June, on cover) ..........5.00
Vol. 6, No. 5 (Sept.-Oct. ’00) ..5.00
Vol. 6, No. 6 (Nov.-Dec. ’00) ..5.00
Vol. 7, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb. 2001) 5.00
Vol. 7, No. 2 (Mar.-Apr. 2001) 5.00
Vol. 7, No. 3 (May-June 2001) 5.00
Vol. 8, No. 1 (July 2002) ........5.00
Vol. 8, No. 2 (August 2002) ...5.00
Vol. 8, No. 3 (Sept. 2002) ......5.00
Vol. 8, No. 4 (October 2002) ..5.00
Vol. 8, No. 5 (November 2002) 5.00
Vol. 8, No. 6 (December 2002) 5.00
Vol. 9, No. 1 (January 2003) ..4.00
Vol. 9, No. 2 (February 2003) 4.00
Vol. 9, No. 3 (March 2003).....4.00
Vol. 9, No. 4 (April 2003) .......4.00
Vol. 9, No. 5 (May 2003) ........4.00
Vol. 9, No. 6 (June 2003) .......4.00
Vol. 9, No. 7 (July 2003) ........4.00
Vol. 9, No. 8 (August 2003) ...4.00

USS&PH  
Complete
(reg. $111. 

ppd) for $59 
POSTPAID

(U.S. addresses)
 Deadline June 30, 2017

(U.S. addresses)
1995-97 (7 issues)

Regularly $50 postpaid,
Just $27 postpaid

••••••••••
1998 (6 issues)

Reg. $42, net $22 
••••••••••

1998 (6 issues)
Reg. $42, net $22  

Deadline June 30, 2015
••••••••••

 1999 (5 issues)
Reg. $35, net $19 

••••••••••
 2000 (6 issues)

Reg. $37.50, net $23
••••••••••

 2001&2002 (9 issues)
Reg. $49.50, net $27 

••••••••••
 2003 (12 issues)
Reg. $54, net $29

••••••••••
 USSN 2004-2014

Volumes 10-20 
Individual issues 

@ $4.50 ppd
Annual editions 

(12 issues)
Reg. $54 ppd, 

Sale $42 ppd/year
Deadline June 30, 2017

U.S. Stamps & 
Postal History

Order from 
Stamp News, 42 Sentry Way, 

Merrimack, NH 03054. 
Credit cards can also use 603-424-7556,

fax 800-977-7550, subs@stampnewsnow.com

Vol. 1, No. 1  (Sept.-Oct. ’95) $7.50
Vol. 2, No. 1 (“Vol. 1, No. 2” on   ....  
    cover) (May-June ’96).........6.50
Vol. 3, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb. ’97)...6.50
Vol. 3, No. 2 (Mar.-Apr. ’97) ...6.50
Vol. 3, No. 3 (May-June ’97) ..6.50
Vol. 3, No. 4 (July-Aug. ’97) ...6.50
Vol. 3, No. 5 (Nov.-Dec. ’97) ..6.50
Vol. 4, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb. ’98)...6.50
Vol. 4, No. 2 (Mar.-Apr. ’98) ...6.50
Vol. 4, No. 3 (May-June ’98) ..6.50
Vol. 4, No. 4 (July-Aug. ’98) ...6.50
Vol. 4, No. 5 (Sept.-Oct. ’98) ..6.50
Vol. 4, No. 6 (Nov.-Dec. ’98) ..6.50
Vol. 5, No. 1  (Jan.-Feb. ’99)...6.50
Vol. 5, No. 2  (Mar.-Apr. ’99;  .........   
     Reprint)  ..........................6.50

U.S. Stamp News

Vol. 1, No. 1 (Spring 1992)  ..$7.50
Vol. 1, No. 2 Reproduction
 (Summer '92)....$6.50
Vol. 1, No. 3 (Fall '92) ............$6.50
Vol. 2, No. 1 (Winter '93) .......$6.50
Vol. 2, No. 2 (Spring '93).......$6.50
Vol. 2, No. 3 (Summer '93)....$7.50
Vol. 2, No. 4 (Fall '93) ............$6.50
Vol. 3, No. 1 (Winter '94) .......$6.50
Vol. 3, No. 2 (Spring '94).......$7.50
Vol. 3, No. 3 (July-Aug. '94)..$7.50
Vol. 3, No. 4 (Sept.-Oct. '94) .$7.50
Vol. 3, No. 5 (Nov.-Dec. '94) ..$7.50
Vol. IV, No. 1 (Jan.-Feb. '95) ..$6.50
Vol. IV, No. 2 (Mar.-Apr. '95)...$6.50
Vol. IV, No. 3 (May-June '95) .$6.50

Record card of Die #33, used to produce the “Running 
Messenger” Special Delivery stamps, Sc. E1-E5

Artist R. Ostrander Smith used 
this self-photograph as actual 
model for his Bicycle Special 
Delivery stamp design.

American Stamp Pages
Identifying the Special Deliveries

as to prevent their access to other parts of the office.…Or-
derly conduct of the messengers while on their trips should 
be strictly enforced. The necessity of good behavior in the 
streets when making deliveries or returning should be en-
joined and postmasters should give strict attention to their 
conduct generally; and no one should be retained who is not 
diligent, faithful, courteous and well-behaved.

Sec. 643. Postmasters to Require Efficient Ser-
vice.—Postmasters should…equalize as far as practicable 
the compensation of the messengers.  To this end…a mes-
senger employed during the busy hours of one day may be 
assigned to the duller hours of another day.  So, too, changes 
should be made in assignments to night duty.…No car fare 
or other incidental expenses can in any case be allowed to 
any messenger.…

Sec. 645. Payment of Messengers.—…Messengers 
should be employed with the understanding that they shall 
receive the full 8 cents per letter actually delivered, not ex-
ceeding $30 during any one month.  But where the business 
may be reasonably expected, or shall prove, sufficient at any 
office to warrant it, the postmaster may employ his messen-
gers at a less rate per letter, or by the hour (at not exceeding 
12-1/2 cents per hour, calculating eight hours’ service per 
day), or by the month, being certain not to exceed the total 
permissible allowance.…

The Stamps
The first Special Delivery stamp, Scott E1, the 10¢ blue 

“Running Messenger” was issued in 1885.  It included the in-
scription, “Secures Immediate Delivery at a Special Delivery 
Office”.  The 1886 Congress made the stamps available at all 

offices, and upon any 
articles of mailable 
matter, but it was 
not until September 
6, 1888 that a stamp, 
Scott E2, the 10¢ 
blue, was issued 
with the inscription 
“Secures Immediate Delivery at any Post Office”.

On January 24, 1893 a 10-cent orange, Sc. E3, was 
issued to avoid confusion with the blue 1-cent and 4-cent 

Columbian stamps.  The 10-cent orange was not discontinued 
until May 19, 1894, when the stock on hand was exhausted.  On 
October 10, 1894, Scott E4 was issued on unwatermarked paper.  
This was followed by the same design, Sc. E5, issued August 16, 
1895 on USPS double line watermarked paper.  (See page 3.) 

In 1902, the “Running Messenger” was replaced by a 
“Bicycle Messenger”.  Scott E6, a 10¢ light blue, was the first 
example, issued on December 9.

On December 12, 1908 a 
new design, Scott E7, was issued. 
The 10¢ green stamp featured the 
Helmet of Mercury, “Messenger 
of the Gods”, but the innovative 
design proved to be its downfall, 
as postmasters complained that the 

new stamps were escaping special delivery treatment because 
of the altered shape, design and color. 

After the 1908 stamp was discontinued by order of June 
9, 1909, the 1902 “Bicycle Messenger” special delivery design 
was brought back.  Although new plates were used, the 1902 and 
1909 stamps are indistinguishable; however, the 1909 printings 
can be distinguished by plate numbers 5240, 5243, 5244, 5245, 
with later printings also having an “-09” suffix.  

Subsequent varities of the “Bicycle Messenger” differ as 
to perfs and watermarks.  (See page 3.)  

In 1912, the stamp 
design was updated from 
a Bicycle to “Motorcycle 
Delivery”.  The first ver-
sion of this design, Scott 
E12 was placed on sale in 
Washington, D.C., on July 
12, 1922. 

SPECIAL DELIVERY PAGES! 
A set of seven pages that cover the “E”s, 

with background information and a brief his-
tory of the Special Delivery Service. We also 
have created an identification guide to each 
issue—and pages on which you can mount 
a set of singles. To order, phone 603-424-
7556 or email jd@stampnewsnow.com


