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From the Stamp Specialist Chartreuse Book, 1948
with images replaced or added

[Note: Only the Ponce and Coamo Provisionalsi are listed in Scott, 
still as Puerto Rico Provisionals. JFD.]
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Mayaguez
Utuado

PonceGuanica
CoamoYauco

*Quebradillas
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The Ponce Provisional. In a Robert A. Siegel Galleries 2020 auction, the auctioneers 
stated, “in recent years the entire issue has been discredited by a few specialists, which 
forces us to offer this ‘as is’.” The Scott 2022 Catalogue does not question the issue. JFD.
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Note: color images are replacements for similar images from the original article.
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Fig. 4. Cover showing use of the Ponce Provisional marking on U.S. Sc. 279B, when 
thus used it shows payment of a carrier fee, not a Provisional usage. See also, p. 18
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Fig. 5. A fake impression of the Ponce Provisional marking on a genuine 
cover. See also p. 18 for a better example.

See also p. 18 for another counterfeit.

See also p. 18 for what appears to be a counterfeit that is different from these two.
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The color image is of a different cover than that in the original article, while the 
black & white is from the cover in the original article. The caption still applies. 
See also p. 18 for another example.
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Fig. 10. Two counterfeit Yauco Provisonal markings. 
The image on the left is the one referred to by the author
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A computer enhanced view of the second form of 
the Guanica Provisional on this opened cover.
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Tough to see in the original article’s black & white photo, it shows well, lower left, 
in this color photo.
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Additional images, pages 18 and 19
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Cover to Paris with Ponce Provisionals on three U.S. 
stamps, with U.S Military station date stamp.

U.S. Sc. 287 with Ponce Pro-
visional used as payment of a 
carrier fee, not a Provisional 
usage.

Above, large part of a cover; right a 
cover front. Each with a stamp tied by 
a U.S. Military Station duplex cancel, 
with counterfeit Ponce Provisionals.

Per the Siegel Galleries lot de-
scription, “A cover to Ponce P.R., 
with a “Military Sta. 1 Porto Rico, 
Wash. D.C. Recd. Aug. 19, ’98” 
backstamp, the earliest known 
use of the Coamo Provisional. Ten 
Coamo covers are known in total, 
including three which were used 
by Captain R. D. Potts on mail 
to San Francisco (One shown, 
page 10). Seven are known with 
single Coamo stamps exhibiting 
the proper local use within Puer-
to Rico during the approximate 
three-week period when regular 
stamps were not available. None 
of the stamps was cancelled at 
its origination, probably because 
there were no cancelling devices 
left in Coamo when the Spanish 
evacuated. 
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The Quebradillas Provisional
Not included in the original article, this cover was included in an October 2021 

David Feldman of Switzerland auction with this caption:
“Quebradillas Provisional. 1898 (Nov 9). Cover to Camuy, bearing “AYUNTAMIENTO 

DE QUEBRADILLAS/ALCALDIA” double oval postmark in violet representing 5¢ postage 
paying the civilian single rate, in conjunction with blue dispatch cds at top right, some 
usual minor tone spots, rough opening at right and top, with portion torn off at top 
right; the only example known of this Provisional postmark; ex Preston, García Lomas 
and Dávila.

Note: The Quebradillas Provisional was made by altering the city mayor’s official 
seal, removing the Spanish symbols inside. As in the other few towns with Provision-
als, the mayor’s office had control of the mails during the interim period before stamps 
became available.


