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Postal History Place:
From the Stamp Specialist Gray Book, 1943, Pt. 1

If you enjoy this article, and are not already a subscriber, 
for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a month. To 
subscribe, email subs@stampnewsnow.com

Especially in this first part, it was difficult to find color illustrations 
to replace the images in the original article (or to fill in for the covers 
that were described but not included in the article). Instead, I sought 
images and information to supplement the text. JFD.
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The Battle of Nördlingen by Jacques Courtois.

For background on this Battle, we turn to Wikipedia:
The Battle of Nördlingen was fought on…6 September, 

1634 during the Thirty Years’ War. The Roman Catholic 
Imperial army, bolstered by 18,000 Spanish and Italian 
soldiers, won a crushing victory over the combined Protes-
tant armies of Sweden and their German-Protestant allies. 
During the battle, almost anything that could go wrong 
went wrong for the Protestant forces. This was due to the 
strong defensive efforts of the Spanish infantry…Fifteen 
Swedish assaults…were repulsed by the Spaniards with 
the decisive support of…Italian cavalry squadrons…. On 
the left of the Protestant line [was] the Swedish wing under 
Bernhard of Weimar.

The Imperial commanders observed the weakened con-
dition of Bernhard’s troops, who had been sending large 
numbers of reinforcements to assist the Swedish troops. 
They ordered an advance by the Imperial troops which 
resulted in the quick collapse and rout of the weakened 
Swedish left wing infantry brigades. Pursuit of Bernhard’s 
troops threatened to cut off any escape route of the Swed-
ish units, who also promptly broke, turning into a panic 
stricken mob and leaving their side of the field to the 
Spanish troops of the Cardinal-Infante Ferdinand.

Gustav Horn af Björneborg was captured, his army was 
destroyed, and the remainder of the Protestants who suc-
cessfully fled…were only a remnant of those engaged.
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Again from Wikipedia: Ferdinando 
Fairfax, 2nd Lord Fairfax of Camer-
on…on the outbreak of the Civil War 
in 1642 he became commander of the 
parliamentary forces in Yorkshire…. 
Hostilities began after the repudiation 
of a treaty of neutrality entered into 
by Fairfax with the Royalists.…He 
was driven from York…to Selby; then 
in 1643 to Leeds; and after beating off 

an attack…he was totally defeated on 30 June 1643 at 
the Battle of Adwalton Moor. He escaped to Hull, which he 
successfully defended…from 2 September until 11 October 
1643, and by means of a brilliant sally caused the siege 
to be raised. Fairfax was victorious at Selby on 11 April 
1644, and joining the Scots, besieged York, after which he 
was present at the Battle of Marston Moor (2 July 1644), 
where he commanded the infantry and was routed. He was 
subsequently, in July 1644, made Governor of York.
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(Although described here, a “Postscript” illustration was not included in the article.)

Prussian soldiers assault-
ing an Austrian position in 
a churchyard in the Battle 
of Leuthen, Saxony, Dec. 
5, 1757, during the Seven 
Years’ War.

The Seven Years War, 
1756-1763. A cover from 
the French Army of the 
Lower Rhine, with head-
quarters at Halberstadt. 
France, Austria, Russia, 
Sweden, and Saxony were 
fighting against Prussia led 
by Frederick the Great.
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From Wikipedia: The Braddock expedition, also called 
Braddock's campaign or, more commonly, Braddock's 
Defeat, was a failed British military expedition which 
attempted to capture the French Fort Duquesne (mod-
ern-day downtown Pittsburgh) in the summer of 1755 
during the French and Indian War. It was defeated at the 
Battle of the Monongahela on July 9, and the survivors 

retreated. The expedition takes its 
name from General Edward Brad-
dock, who led the British forces 
and died in the effort. Braddock's 
defeat was a major setback for 
the British in the early stages of 
the war with France and has been 
described as one of the most di-
sastrous defeats for the British in 
the 18th century.

19th-century engraving of the wound-
ing of Major-General Braddock at the 
Battle of the Monongahela.
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Once again the text below refers to a cover not 
illustrated in the article, and which we could not 
locate. We do, however, have an illustration of 
another cover with the “PHILA/DELPHIA” red 
two-line handstamp referred to, this one struck 
on a cover to New York City.
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The article mentions Gage’s role in sending troops from Boston, an event that led 
to Paul Revere’s ride and the Battles of Lexington and Condord. For an excellent 
account of the events leading up to that excursion—including the possibility that 
the New Jersey born wife of Gage gave the colonists the date of the excursion, please 
go to: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battles_of_Lexington_and_Concord
Again, the next cover with the name of Dearborn, is described, but not illustrated.
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While the author describes “two pages” of covers, the only one that was actu-
ally included in the article was the Napoleon cover below, which is supported by 
a better illustration of the Affranchi Par Etat (free for the State) handstamp.
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Another cover with a clearer image of the AFFRAN-
CHI PAR ETAT handstamp, this one on an 1826 
Letter from the French Finance Minister to Angers.

This October 19, 1842 cover was addressed in the handwriting of 
the Duke of Wellington to the Tower of London franked on the face by 
1d Red. It was sealed with wax twice, once by the Duke and once in 
transit in the Post Office. The reverse was shown because it bears a 
rare red London “Open when received at/the General Post Office.”

See next page for a Kellermann document.
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Described as “Vanquished” by the author, Kellermann is regarded as 
a hero in France for his role in the French Revolution. From Wikipe-
dia: “In 1789 Kellermann enthusiastically embraced the cause of the 
French Revolution, and in 1791 became general of the army in Alsace. 
In April 1792 he was made a lieutenant-general, and in August of the 
same year…He rose to the occasion, and his victory over the Prussians 
at the Battle of Valmy, in Goethe’s words, ‘opened a new era in the 
history of the world’. Napoleon later commented that: ‘I think I’m the 
boldest general that ever lived, but I daren’t take post on that ridge 
with windmill at Valmy (where Kellermann took position) in 1793’.… 
When Napoleon came to power Kellermann was named successively 
senator (1800), president of the Senate (1801), honorary Marshal of 
France (19 May 1804), and title of Duke of Valmy (1808).”
The document here describes the period of the French revolution of 
July 4, 1789 to the 28th.
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For his role in the French 
Revolution, he was in-
cluded (lower right) in this 
1989 Souvenir Sheet to 
celebrate the Bicentennial 
of the Revolution.

To Be Continued

If you enjoy this article, and are not already a subscriber, 
for $12 a year you can enjoy 60+ pages a month. To 
subscribe, email subs@stampnewsnow.com


