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h r VIII.—The 1¢ Orange of 1
The 1¢ and 3¢ stamps of 1868 were so alike in color that it was
soon found that confusion was easily possible between the two values.
Early in 1869, therefore, the color of the 1¢ was changed to orange to
prevent further mistakes. [Sc. lists the common shade, yellow orange, as
#23, but the earliest shade was the scarcer deep orange, Sc.23a.JFD.]
The exact date at which this change took place is not known, but in the
Stamp Collector's Magazine for March 1st, 1869, we read: —

We have just e
received copies of
the 1 cent printed in
brilliant orange. No
doubt this colour
has been adopted in p&
order better to dis-
tinguish it from the
3 cents, which it has

1869 1¢ Yellow orange ~ hitherto too nearly ™ deep orange on stout
(Sc.23) approached. wove paper (Sc. 23a)
From the

above extract it would seem that the orange colored stamps were in
use at least as early as February and though it has been asserted that
the change took place on January 1st, 1869, we believe there are no
official documents or early dated specimens in existence that would
substantiate this statement.

These 1¢ stamps may be found in both orange and yellow shades

as well as a
combination
of both. So far
as is known
they were
printed from §
the same plate
or plates as the
earlier brown-
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red stamps. /’;}z_ e g o

The pa- :
per is the same B<
as that used for 1 ¢ deep orange (Sc.23a), the first printing, in a single
the other de- Jfranking to adjacent post-offices Drop Letter, tied by
nominations, &7id cancel from Hamilton 29 JU 1869 to Cayuga

(same day despatch and receiver on back), the second
earliest known date of use.

i.e. wove, and
the fact that
this variety is not known with the watermark of the papermaker’s trade
mark is generally adduced as the strongest evidence in support of the
theory that this watermarked paper was only of a provisional nature
and was used some time during 1868.

The perforation is the usual 12 and specimens are known entirely
imperforate.

Reference List.

1869. Change of color. Wove Paper. Perf. 12.

24. 1¢ orange, Scott's No. 31. [Now Sc. 23.JFD.]

h r IX.—The Lar m

Although it somewhat interrupts the chronological sequence of
our narrative, it will be as well to give the history of the large 5¢ stamp
which, though not issued until 1875, really belongs by virtue of its type
and general appearance to the series of 1868. It is known that the die
for this 5¢ stamp was engraved in 1867 at the same time the dies for
the 1/2¢, 1¢,2¢, 3¢, 6¢, 12-1/2¢ and 15¢ values were prepared for, in
the American Journal of Philately for June, 1868, it is stated: —
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have had a 5 cent stamp prepared,
engraved of the same type as the
present set, the most noticeable
difference being the circle round
the head which is corded. The spec-
imen sent us is printed in brown on
India paper, bearing the Company's
imprint underneath.

Though the die was all ready, as
amply proved by the above extract,
no plate was made as there was then
no postal rate which required such

A treaty for g

the formation of

a General Post- |

al Union, and
for the adop-
tion of uniform
postal rates and
regulations for

International |
correspondence, [§

was arranged
and signed at
Berne, Switzer-
land, in Octo-
ber, 1874, by
the representa-
tives of the Post
Offices of the
chief Nations of
the world. This
agreement took
effect between
all the countries
which were di-
rectly parties to
the Treaty in July
last. The Treaty
did not include
the British Pos-
sessions beyond
the sea, but Can-
ada has, with
the concurrence
of the Imperial

i i
Large Trial Color Forest Green
die proof on India paper, Sc.
26P showing the entire Imprint
at bottom and die sinkage at left.

a denomination. In 1875, however,
the single letter rate between Canada
and Great Britain was reduced to 5¢
as stated in the Postmaster-General's
Report for 1875, viz.:—

1875 5¢ olive green, perf 11/ (Sc.26) tied by Ham-
ilton “5” duplex, Mr 7, 76, on mourning envelope
to Glascow, Scotland, manuscript “via New York”
backstamped Mar 22.
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5¢ Olive green perforated 11-1/2x12 (Sc. 26) used as
the sole franking on a cover from Quebec to Lannion,
France via England. The rate to France was 10¢ per
1/4 oz. but the preferred rate to England was only 5¢,
thus this usage through England saved the sender 5¢.
Stamp tied by “Quebec/DE 9 75” duplex c.d.s and
grid cancel, red “London/Paid/22 DE 75" c.d.s.and
“PD” in circle handstamp; Paris transit and Lannion
arrival c.d.s. on reverse—believed to the the only
known Large Queen cover displaying this rate

Government, applied for admission as a member of this Postal Union.
Meanwhile the letter rate of postage between Canada and the United
Kingdom has, by arrangement with the Imperial Post Office, been
reduced to the International rate of 2-1/2 pence sterling—>5 cents cur-
rency —established by the Union Regulations; and this reduction has
also been made applicable to correspondence passing by way of New
York, making the rate between Canada and the UK uniform at 5 cents
by whatever route conveyed.

Although the Report alluded to above is dated June 30th, it

must have been published at a later date as the “July last” mentioned
refers to July, 1875. When the 5 cent rate came into operation stamps
to fit this new rate were wanted in such a hurry that, as a temporary
expedient, a plate was made from the die engraved in 1867 pending
the preparation of a die conforming to the small sized stamps then in
general use. There was only one printing and the total number issued is
believed to have been about one million. Mr. Howes says it was issued
on October 1st, 1875.

In 1877 the 5¢ single letter rate was, by treaty, extended to em-
brace the German states of Prussia, Baden, Bavaria, Hanover, Saxony
and Wurtemberg and in the same year the rate on a single letter to
Newfoundland was reduced from 6¢ to 5¢. At this time, of course, the
small sized 5¢ stamps were in use but it will better preserve the con-
tinuity of our study of the postal rates to make one more extract from
the Postmaster-General's Reports —that for 1878,—viz.:

At the meeting of the International Postal Congress, which, under
the provisions of the Postal Treaty of Berne, concluded in October,
1874, took place at Paris in May, 1878, Canada was admitted to be a
member of the General Postal Union from the 1st July, 1878, and in
consequence the rate of letter postage between Canada and all Europe
became one uniform charge of 5 cents per half ounce. Newspapers
and other printed matter, and samples and patterns of merchandise
also became subject to uniform postage rates and regulations for all
destinations in Europe. The 5¢ rate was, thus, now well established,
and Canada had obtained membership in the Universal Postal Union,
for which she had been striving since 1875.

This large 5¢ stamp was printed by the line-engraved process,
like the other denominations of similar designs. The portrait forming
the centrepiece is like that on the values of 1868 though the medallion
is enclosed within a “corded” circle instead of an ordinary plain line.
“CANADA POSTAGE” is curved above the portrait, as usual, while
below is “FIVE CENTS”. The numerals, shown in the lower corners, are
somewhat smaller than those on the other denominations of this type.

The stamps were printed in :
sheets of 100, in ten rows of ten,
and with regard to the marginal
imprints Mr. Howes tells us that
“The sheet bore four marginal
imprints, arranged as before, but
of a slightly different type for the
1868 issue. This new imprint is in
capitals and lower case letters on af |
colored strip 56 mm. long and 2-1/2
mm. wide, with a border of pearls,
and reads: “British American Bank
Note Co. Montreal”. Doubtless
the words FIVE CENTS in shaded
Roman cap-
itals would be found over the second and third
stamps of the top row if one were fortunate
enough to possess this portion of a sheet.” The
stamps were printed on the wove paper then
in use and perforated 12 in the usual manner.
q [Actually, the usual perf was 11-12 x 12.

Shown here is an example of the rare perf 12
all around. JFD.]

Reference List: 1875. Engraved and Print-
ed by the British American Bank Note Co.,
Montreal. Wove paper. Perf. 12.

25. 5¢ olive green, Scott's No. 37. [Now
Sc.26.JFD.]

BritishAmerican BankNote C¥ Montreal |

= A l ot
A Plate Proof block, Sc. 26P,
with full imprint.

5¢ olive green in
the rare perf 12 (Sc.
26a), one of only
three known.
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Chapter X.—The Small “Cents” Stamps.
In the American Journal of Philately for August, 1869, we read “Canada

is shortly to have a new set of stamps. Taking lessons in economy from our own
country, it seems they are about altering their stamps to make them smaller, so
as to save paper. The head will still remain exactly the same as now, but the
frame and the margin around the head will be considerably less. We cannot see
how this can be done without spoiling the beauty of the stamp. As to whether
they are to retain the same colors we are unable to say.”

The 1869 issue of the United States was in use at that time and though
this series is now generally popular it was regarded with very mixed feelings
then as may be imagined from the Stamp Collector’s Magazine comments on
the above statement, viz..—“We trust this intelligence is incorrect; that the
example of the new United States stamps can have any attractive influence on
the Canadian authorities is hardly possible.”

The new issues do not seem to have formed the subject of any special
official document or notice, nor does the reduction in the size of the labels
seem to have been considered worthy of special mention in any of the Reports
issued by the Postmaster-General.

These smaller sized stamps were issued as the stocks of the earlier is-
sues became exhausted or, in some cases, presumably as the old plates were
discarded owing to wear, but it appears very probable that the dies for the 1¢,
2¢,3¢, 6¢ and 10¢ denominations were all engraved at the same period and,
as regards the 2¢, 6¢ and 10¢, it is very possible that supplies were printed and
held in stock long before it became necessary to issue them to the public.

The 3¢ was the first value to appear and was probably on sale some time
in January, 1870. The Stamp Collector’s Magazine for March 1st of that year
chronicled this new stamp as follows: —

It appears that the reduction in the size of the Dominion postage stamps,
to which reference was made some months ago, is really to be carried out,

and as an earnest of the execution of the project, we
receive the three cents red, cut down to the size of the
half cent, and with the design made to resemble that
of the latter. The numerals in the upper corners are
absent; the inscription, CANADA POSTAGE, is in
almost microscopic lettering, and in lieu of the full
denomination—THREE CENTS —in the lower mar-
gin, the word CENTS alone appears, flanked by the
figure on each side. The cause of the change is not to

Scott 37

be sought in any
desire to econo-
mise paper; it lies %
in the simple fact | £ & oy |
that the smaller Eb\ ; ﬁﬁg
size is found the | S ey,
more convenient. |, . 5t e e b

The design cer- e o Thinats
tainly is not im-

provedbyit,and  Tpe 3¢ dull red (Sc. 37), tied by Brantford, Ont. duplex
we might call  cancel on an advertising cover for animal breeder G.H.
upon these little ~ Pugsley featuring two pug dogs,

stamps to “hide their diminished heads,” were it not that the head, and that
alone, remains as large as ever. The stamps, though in a fair way to become
small by degrees as the Canadian idea of convenience increases, are not likely
to become “beautifully less.”

To Be Continued
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h; r X.—The Small “Cents” Stam n
After the 3¢ the next value to ap-
pear was the 1 cent, which was recorded = &
in the Stamp Collector’s Magazine in 52"(
its issue for April Ist, so that it was
no doubt on sale some time in March, §
1869. In design it is similar to the 3¢, the
main difference being in the inscription
at base. The denomination is given in
full —ONE CENT —and this follows the
curve of the medallion instead of curving
in the reverse direction as CENTS does
on the 3¢.

Sc. 35

Evidently there were large stocks on
4 hand of some of the values of the 1868 is-
sue for two years elapsed before any more
d of the small stamps appeared. Then in the
Stamp Collector’s Magazine for February,
g 1872, we read: —*“We have received by the
last mail specimens of a new 6 cents brown
of the small size. It is printed of a warm tint,
4 and is as effective as its congeners.” The
d design follows that of the 3¢ very closely
with, of course, the numerals “6” instead of
“3” in the lower angles.

Above, 1872
6¢ yellow
brown (Sc.
39) on al
cover to the
US., tied by
Ottawa Mal-
tese Cross
cork cancels,
witha FE17 |
73 circular
date stamp
at the lower |
left, also with |
a private |
advertising
handstamp in
blue. Below,
1872 6¢ bi-
sect (Sc.39a)
tied to a for-
warded cover

L A il
by a Boylston, N.S. Aug 6, 1886 circular date stamp, paying the 3¢ rate
to Guysboro, NS, forwarded to Halifax without a further charge.

To Be Continued

January 2, 2015
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Chapter X.—The Small “Cents” Stamps, Cont.

Shbel In the month [following the release of the
6¢] the 2¢ was chronicled, its color being given
as “a delicate chrome-green.” The design dif-
fers from the 3¢ and 6¢ chiefly in the direction
of the curve of the word CENTS, which is re-
versed, as compared with those denominations,
and much less pronounced.

The 10¢ was the
next value to appear
and it was not on
sale until quite late in 1874, probably about
November 1st. The design follows the general
effect of the 2¢ but at the same time illustrates
anew departure, inasmuch as the numerals of
value are repeated
in the upper corners
in a smaller form.
For what particular purpose this value was
intended is not clear for there was, apparently,
no regular rate at that time which required
such a denomination.

The next value placed on sale was the
5¢, which was issued in February, 1876,
and superseded the large 5¢ design after it
had been in use for only about four months.
Though the portrait is the same as that on the other values the frame
is of a distinctly different style and CENTS is in much larger letters
than before, showing that the previous values, following as they do a
general pattern, were engraved much about the same time though many
years elapsed before all were actually in use.

% s -
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Sc. 36

Sc. 38
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Above, an early use of 5¢ (Sc. 38) in a single franking from Toronto AU
1 1876 to Stratford to pay the domestic plus Registration rate before
the availability of registration stamps.

Below, the 1876 5¢ slate green (Sc. 38) on a cover to “Island of Jersey,”
tied by cork cancel, with Paspebiac, Que. FE 16 86 circular date stamp
(left of Island), also with Jersey MR 3 86 receiving cancel on reverse.

To Be Continued

January 16, 2015
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Chapter X.—The Small “Cents” Stamps, Cont.
Finally in July, 1882, the 1/2¢ value appeared and was recorded in
the Philatelic Record for July of that year in the following words: —
“History repeats itself” is a proverb that is

curiously illustrated by the latest issue of this
colony. We all remember that in 1868 a 1/2¢
stamp of smaller size than the other values of the
series was emitted. A few years later, some say
for economical reasons, the other values were
reduced to the smaller size. Recently it seems
to have struck the Canadian authorities that

their idea of fourteen years ago was a happy

one, and the 1/2¢ has been proportionately cut
down. The general arrangements of the design remain the same, but
the ornamentation is simpler. The head and circle containing it are
miniatures of the former, and the result is what the ladies would call “a
dear little stamp,” about the size of our lately defunct “Halfpenny,” but
an upright instead of an oblong rectangle. We trust the price of paper
will not again cause a general reduction; for if the Canadian stamps
go on growing “small by degrees, and beautifully less,” they will in
time become too microscopic to be collectible.

Sc.34

But some three years later the American Journal of Philately asserted
that “Canada will shortly issue the 12-1/2¢ and 15¢ values of postals in
small size, to correspond with the others of the series.” These stamps,
however, never materialised though that dies and plates were made and
stamps printed from them is evident from the existence of perforated
essays of these two values. The portrait is exactly like that of the other
denominations, and the borders are, on general lines, so like the 1¢,
2¢, 3¢, 6¢ and 10¢ as to give considerable support to the belief that
these unissued varieties were prepared for use at quite an early date.

The stamps of this series were all produced by the line-engraved
process and all values, with the exception of the 1/2¢, were at first
printed in sheets of 100, arranged in ten horizontal rows of ten. The
1/2¢ was printed in sheets of 200, arranged in two panes of 100 each,
placed side by side. A space of about 11 mm. separated the two panels
and these large sheets were cut into halves before leaving the printing
establishment, thus making “post-office” sheets of 100 stamps. In the
later months of 1892 or early in 1893 the 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢ values—the
ones in most general demand— were printed in large sheets of 200 ar-
ranged in ten horizontal rows of twenty stamps each.

To Be Continued

Left pane of 100 of the 1/2¢, Scott 34, with bottom selvage removed

THE TAGORY 1t ine
B (o SR

Ci

ﬂé)’/k /ﬁ /57 @.C%fﬁd,{é‘/ég l
\Lj;'@}év‘r(fj
A

Top, 1882 1/2¢ black (Sc. 34) tied by Toronto double oval
cancel on locally addressed wrapper, scarce single 1/2¢
circular rate; bottom, 1/2¢ tied by grid cancels, paying
the unsealed envelope rate in Liverpool, Nova Scotia.

After the issue of the 1/2¢ value the only denomi-
nations of the 1868 series not provided with successors
in the issue under notice were the 12-1/2¢ and 15¢.
Regarding the former value the Stamp Collector’s
Magazine for May, 1872, says, on the authority of a
Canadian journal: —“It is unlikely that the 12-1/2¢ small
size will be issued, as the large ones are very little used,
and can now be bought at the post-office for 12 cents.”
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Chapter X.—The Small “Cents” Stamps, Cont.

A close study of a large quantity of these stamps would prob-
ably result in the discovery of many interesting varieties in the way
of double transfers. In the few stamps at our disposal we have found
but one of any prominence. This occurs on the 3¢ denomination the
top portion of the design having plainly been applied to the plate
twice, the doubling being especially noticeable in the inscription
CANADA POSTAGE.

As these stamps were in use for a fairly lengthy period —nearly
thirty years in the case of the 3¢ —it is obvious that a large number
of plates must have been made, especially for those denominations
which were generally used. At different times different marginal
imprints or arrangements of the imprints were used, and given
sufficient material
a study of these
marginal variet-
ies should reveal
much of interest.
Mr. Howes has
paid particular
attention to these
varieties and the
following notes
are chiefly based
on his investiga-
tions.

The earliest
plates of the l¢,
2¢,3¢,5¢ and 6¢, and probably the 10¢ as well (as this value was in
use before the 5¢), had the denomination in words above the second
and third stamps on the top row of each sheet. These inscriptions,
“ONE CENT"”, etc., were in large shaded Roman capitals 4 mm.
high. In the centre of each of the four margins is the manufacturer’s
imprint, BRITISH AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. MONTREAL
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Scott 35 with “One Cent” Imprint
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6¢ Red Brown (43). Top margin reversed “R”, large capitals “Six
Cents”, “A” and partial “British American Bank Note Co. Montreal
& Ottawa” imprint strip of six, original gum, Pos. 3-6

& OTTAWA, in colorless Roman capitals on a narrow strip of color
I mm. wide and 51 mm. long; this imprint being, in fact, exactly
like that found on the sheets of the 1868 issue. These remarks
apply to the 1¢, 2¢, 3¢ and 6¢ (and probably to the 10¢ also), but
not to the 5¢.

The 5¢, which was not issued until 1876, has the denomination
shown in the upper margin in large shaded Roman capitals, as in the
case of the others, but the imprint is different, being like that found
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1¢ yellow (Sc. 35). Top “British American Bank Note Co. Montreal”
imprint and inverted “S 2” margin strip of four.
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6¢ red brown (Sc.43). Top “British American Bank Note Co. Montreal”
imprint and inverted “C” margin strip of four.

on the sheets of the large 5¢ stamp, i.e. “British American Bank
Note Co. Montreal”, in capitals and lower case letters on a strip of
solid color 56 mm. long by 2-1/2 mm. wide, with a pearled border.
This imprint was shown on each of the four margins.

About this time new plates made for the other denominations
also had this new style of imprint. Sheets of the 1¢ and 3¢ show the
imprint on top and bottom margins only, but whether other plates
were used for these denominations with imprints on all four sides
is not known for certain, though this is highly probable. The 6¢ and
10¢ values of this series have large numerals, “6” or “10” as the case
may be, above the second stamp in the top row, while above the
ninth stamp of the same row is “SIX” or “TEN” in shaded Roman
capitals. The numerals are very thick and 6 mm. in height, while
the letters are 4 mm. high as on the earlier plates, though the word
“CENTS” has now been dispensed with. This arrangement has not
been noted on other denominations as yet, though there is no reason
why it should not be found in connection with the 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢.

A sheet of the 3¢ value, with two marginal imprints, is noted
with “THREE” in shaded Roman capitals above the first two stamps
of the top row, while the 1¢ is recorded without any marginal desig-
nation of value and with but two of the “Montreal” imprints.

To be continued

February 20, 2015
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1870 1¢ orange, Ottawa printing (Sc. 35a variety) with “British
American Bank Note Co. Ottawa” imprint

The printing establishment of the British American Bank Note
Company was removed from Montreal to Ottawa in 1888 and plates
made after that date show a new style of imprint viz: —“BRITISH
AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. OTTAWA”, in white Roman capitals
on a strip of solid color measuring 40 mm. long by 1-1/2 mm. wide.
This, it will be noted, is like the first type of imprint but with the words
“MONTREAL &” removed. On the 2¢ this is known 49 mm. long and
nearly 2 mm. wide, this being from a sheet in the 100 arrangement. The
smaller style of imprint seems to have been characteristic of the sheets
printed in the 200 size, and writing with regard to these Mr. Howes
says:—The “Ottawa” imprint appears three times, once in the middle of
the top margin, over stamps 10 and 11, and twice in the bottom margin,
beneath stamps 5 and 6, and again beneath stamps 15 and 16. There
are no imprints at the sides.

The denomination appears in the top margin at both right and
left and in a new style of lettering on these larger plates. Thus we find
ONE CENT or TWO CENT over stamps 2 and 3 as well as 18 and
19, or THREE CENT over the first four and last four stamps in plain
Egyptian capitals.

The 1/2¢ value, which we have left until last on account of its
different sheet arrangement, had the “Montreal” imprint, described in
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1/2¢ (Sc. 34) with “British American Bank Note Co.
Montreal” top imprint and reverse “1”

connection with the other values, arranged six times on the margins—
above and below each pane, at the right of the right hand pane, and
at the left of the left hand pane—so that there were three imprints on
each of the “post-office” sheets of 100 stamps. In addition, to quote
Mr. Howes, “over the top inscription of the right pane is the reversed
figure 1, 4 mm. high, and in the same position on the left pane the
corresponding figure 2, evidently to designate the panes.”

This series provides a number of shade— varieties, as is only natural
in a set having such long currency, and their proper treatment is a matter
involving some little perplexity. It was evidently the original intention
of the printers to keep the colors of the small stamps as nearly like
those of the large ones they superseded as possible, and while many
shades match the colors of the earlier stamps to a nicety others show a
divergence that at times almost approaches a “color change.”

As early as May, 1873, the Stamp Collector’s Magazine noted a
change in the shade of the 3¢ viz.:—

Left, Sc. 37,
orange red;

Right, bright
orange vermil-
ion Specimen,
Sc. 418

By the
courtesy of a
Montreal cor-
respondent we
are in possession
of specimens of
the current three
cents, printed
in bright or-
ange-vermilion.
A supply in this
color has just been issued. Ji5%s

The Philatelic Record for March, 1888,
says “The 10¢ is now in carmine-red”, and
again in May that “the 5 cents has changed
its color from bronze-green to greenish
grey.” More than a year later (July, 1889)
the same journal says “the 2 cents stamp is
now blue-green;” in December, 1890, the 6¢
is recorded in “chestnut-brown”; while in |
April, 1892, the 5¢ is chronicled as having
been issued in “grey-black” (right).

Similar color changes in most values were recorded in other
journals but as there is an almost total lack of agreement as regards the
names chosen to designate the different shades these chronicles are of
little value in determining the chronological order of issue of even the
most striking of the tints. It is also more than probable that after a change
had been made the original or earlier tints were reverted to later on.

To be continued

Sc. 45 shades: left, brown red; right, carmine red
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The catalogues are equally at variance in their choice of color
names and while Gibbons’ gives four shades for each of the 1¢ and
3¢ values, Scott gives but two for the 1¢ and of the four given for
the 3¢ not one agrees with any of the names given by Gibbons’. The
only point on which both catalogues agree is that a general change of
colors took place during the period of 1888-
90, i.e., after the printers had moved their
establishment from Montreal to Ottawa. But
though the later printings of the 6¢ and 10¢
do, undoubtedly, differ very materially from
the earlier colors—almost enough so, in fact,
to be classed as distinct colors —such varieties
seem to have been purely accidental and to
classify them as separate issues hardly seems
correct. In this connection it is interesting to
quote Mr. Howes’ remarks: — 1874 10¢ pale milky rose

That the above changes were hardly of lilac, perf 11-1/2 x 12
a character to warrant dignifying them as (Unitrade Sc. 40e, this
a “new issue,” which is frequently done, is color not listed in Scott)
shown by a moment’s consideration. The 1/2¢ and 1¢ stamps showed
no appreciable difference in coloring and therefore caused no comment.
The 2 cent did not retain its blue green shade unaltered, and the 3 cent
soon reverted to its former brilliant red hue, as the Philatelic Journal of
America for May, 1889, says that “the carmine color recently adopted
has been dropped, and the stamps are printed in colors similar to the
ones in use before the change was made.”

The 5, 6, and 10 cent stamps, however,
made permanent changes, but only such as
might readily be traceable to a new mixing
of the inks in the case of the first two. The
10 cent can hardly be so easily disposed of,
as lake and brown-red are of quite different
composition from a rose-lilac. But there can
have been no official intention of altering
the shades or colors or more definite and
permanent changes would certainly have
been made throughout the set. It remains,
therefore, to classify them simply as shade ~Pe’f 12 (Unitrade 39b,
varieties of the original set. Sc. 39)

Mr. Donald A. King, in his article in the Monthly Journal, gives no
less than eight varieties of paper for the stamps of this issue, though all
resolve themselves into slight, and in many cases probably impercepti-
ble, variations in quality and thickness of the usual “wove” paper. Mr.
Howes gives a thick and thin wove and “a closely ribbed paper.” This
latter, like the ribbed varieties in the earlier issues, is evidently due to
nothing more than some eccentricity of printing and is, consequently,
of doubtful philatelic importance. The classification of the series into
thick and thin papers seems to have more to be said in its favor if the
statement made in Gibbons’ catalogue is to be relied on. According
to a footnote the stamps printed prior to 1888 (that is, in Montreal),
are on a thinner paper than was used for subsequent printings. The
Philatelic Record for October, 1893, mentions the 10¢ as being found
on “fine laid paper” but this was evidently the variety more generally
classified as “ribbed.”

The perforation used for the stamps of this series was the usual
12 —the work of single-line or guillotine machines. All values are re-

1873 6¢ yellow brown,

ported to exist perforated 11-1/2
by 12, as mentioned in connec-
tion with the issues of 1868, but
this statement requires verifica-
tion before it can be accepted
as authoritative. All values are
known entirely imperforate,
the 3¢ in this condition being
first recorded in the Philatelic
Record for December, 1882.
Writing in the London Philate-
list in 1907 Mr. M. H. Horsley
says with regard to these vari-
eties: — “Imperforated copies of
various values were sold over
the Post-office counter in Montreal about the years 1891-3 at their face
value, and have been good for postage whenever people cared to use
them.” Writing a little later on the same subject Mr. C. L. Pack also
vouches for them, viz.:—“I quite agree with Mr. Horsley in regard to
the various imperforate copies of the issues of 1882 to 1895. There are
a good many specimens of these stamps imperforate, and they were on
sale at a Canadian Post Office.” Curiously enough Gibbons’ catalogue
entirely ignores these imperforate stamps though Mr. Howes is able to
adduce documentary evidence in support of the statements made by
philatelists of such undoubted authority as Messrs. Horsley and Pack.

1872 6¢ bisect [
(Sc.39) tied by %y
aBoylston, NS | . + ¢
Aug 6, 1886 | "j

cancel, paying / p
the 3¢ rate to //é ¥ :’ ;(J’,, 3
Guysboro, NS, 7z 8 S '
then forward- | J/ M:%w

ed to Halifax
without a fur-
ther charge.

Scott’s |
catalogue re-
cords the 1/2¢
as existing in a
horizontal pair
imperforate
between (left,
an imperf

O 3Tt 0
Frx 374 B

block of four,
Sc. 34a). The
same work
records the 2¢

8%

1873 3¢ bisect, Sc. 37 variety, tied to intercity cover by
Brenford, Ont. Jan 29, 1892 duplex cancel. paying the

bi-sected diag- interim 1-1/2¢ rate in effect for 1 day only.

onally or vertically and the halves used for 1¢ stamps, while Mr. Howes
adds the 6¢, cut vertically and used for 3¢. But as the “Canadian Postal
Guide” declares that “a mutilated stamp, or a stamp cut in half, is not
recognised in payment of postage” such freaks can only have passed
through the mails by carelessness or favor and their philatelic interest
is negligible.
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hapter X.—The Small “Cents” Stamps, Continued.
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1888 3¢ Bright Vermilion (41, SG 105). Tied by light strike of indistinct
circular datestamp on Hog, Hen and Bee Breeder’s illustrated cover
to Toronto, 1898 transit and receiving backstamps.

In 1875 an Act of Parliament was passed making the prepayment
of letters by postage stamp obligatory and imposing a fine of double the
deficiency on all insufficiently prepaid letters. At the same time local or
drop letters (accepted for 1¢) were restricted to 1/2 oz. in weight.

The Postmaster-General’s Report for 1879 says: —

A reduction has been made, from the 1st September last, in the
postage rate on closed parcels sent by post within the Dominion, from
12-1/2 cents per 8 oz. of weight to 6 cents per 4 oz. Under this change
small parcels not exceeding 4 ounces in weight are admitted to pass
for 6 cents instead of 12-1/2 cents as before.

It will thus be seen that this change did away with the chief use of
the 12-1/2¢ value and made it practically useless. Hence the reason it
was never included among the series of small “cents” stamps.

In 1889 another Post Office Act increased the limit of weight of
single letters from 1/2 oz. to 1 oz., and at the same time increased the
postal rate on local or drop letters from 1¢ to 2¢, though a weight of 1
oz. was allowed under the new schedule. An official notice recording
these changes was published as follows: —

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
Changes in Postage Rates Under Authority of
Post Office Act 1889.
The rate of postage upon Letters posted in Canada, addressed to

/m#//{ ///us. ] i
i 1568255 [t 4
jﬁ' /fq}'

1888 3¢ bright vermilion (Sc. 41) with 1875 5¢ dark green registry
stamp (Sc. F2), both tied by bluish green grids on 1891 (Mar. 30) hotel
advertising cover to London, Canada, with matching “Lucknow/ Ont.”
origin circular date stamp with “R” in oval,“W.G. & R.K. & P.” (March
31) and London (March 31) backstamps,

places within the Dominion or in the United States, will be 3 cents
per ounce instead of 3 cents per half ounce as heretofore. Upon Drop
Letters posted at an Office from which letters are delivered by Letter
Carrier, the postage rate will be 2 cents per ounce, instead of 1 cent
per half ounce. The rate of postage upon Drop Letters, except in the
Cities where free delivery by Letter Carrier has been established, will
be 1 cent per ounce.

The fee for the Registration of a letter or other article of mail
matter, will be five cents upon all classes of correspondence passing
within the Dominion. For the present and until further instructed, the
registration fee may be prepaid by using the 2 cent Registration Stamps
and Postage Stamps to make up the amount.

Letters insufficiently prepaid will be charged double the deficiency
as heretofore, provided at least a partial payment has been made. Let-
ters posted wholly unpaid will be sent to the Dead Letter Office for
return to the writer.

John G. Haggart,
Postmaster-General.
Post Office Department,
Ottawa, 8th May, 1889.

3¢ bright vermilion used fraudulently, re-used on a dark red envelope
to the United States from Falkirk and caught by Postal Officials (indi-
cated by a small x in the upper right on the stamp and x in circle just
below the lower right corner of the stamp) with Dead Letter Branch
oval Oct 10, 1895 oval, plus a different Dead Letter Office Oct 10 split
ring (light, above the heavier DLO mark, and a third P.O. Inspector’s
Office London JAN 16, 1896 handstamp on the reverse.

Small Queens Reference List.
[With current Scott numbers added in brackets; colors also vary from
this Reference list]
1870-82. Engraved and Printed by the British American Bank Note Co.
of Montreal and Ottawa. Wove paper. Perf. 12.
26. 1/2¢ black, Scott’s No. 40. [34]
27. 1¢ orange, Scott’s No. 32. [35]
28.2¢ green. Scott’s No. 33 or 41. [36]
29. 3¢ red. Scott’s No. 34 or 42. [37 or 41]
30. 5¢ grey, Scott’s No. 38 or 43. [38 or 42]
31. 6¢ brown, Scott’s No. 35 or 44. [39 or 43]
32. 10¢ magenta or brown red, Scott’s No. 36 or 45. [40 or 45]
To be continued,
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