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From the Stamp Specialist:
(From The Stamp Specialist Coral Book, published in 1945)
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(See Figs. 1-4, p. 22 & p. 34 for examples from the Faberge Collection.)

[Scott continues to list Wenden in back-of-the-book Russia, but not the Zem-
stvos issues. See Fig. 6 page 23. JFD.]

(See Fig. 5, p. 23)
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This map and separate maps by regions can be accessed at 
http://www.rossia.com/stamps/zemstvos/zemregions.htm
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(Figs. 7-8, p. 23)

(First Zemstvos stamp, Fig. 9, page 24.)
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(See Fig. 10 page 24 for a rare philatelic exception.)
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(See pp. 28-32 for a range of issues from primitive to ornate designs.)
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(See Figs. 11-13, page 24.)

(See Figs. 14-16, page 25.)

 (See page 
Figs. 17-18, p. 25 for examples of crude printings.)
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(See Fig.12, page 24.)

(See Fig.19, page 26.)

(See Fig. 17, p. 25.)

(Fig. 20)

(See Fig. 21, p. 26)

(See Fig. 22, p. 26)
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(See page 24.)

(See also page 21.)

(See Fig. 23, page 27 for a recent discovery.)
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Pages 11-20 are reproduced from the original Stamp 
Specialist article. New images start on page 22.
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FIG.  7.   Ardotav, block of 12, with six se-tenant pairs. 
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Web References
There is a wealth of information about Zemstvos on the 

web. The sites I found to be particularly useful are listed 
here. JFD.

http://www.rossica.org/v_gallery/

http://www.localstamps.com/Stamp_images/Russia/Zemstvo/Zemstvo-list.html

http://zenius.kalnieciai.lt/europe/russia/zemstvo/zemstvo.html

http://www.america.gov/russian_stamps.html

http://www.philatelicdatabase.com/tsarist-russia/poltava’s-zemstvo-post/
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From the Faberge Collection (page 2)

Belebey 1908 2k brown & blue, 
top sheet margin imperf block 

of four, blue color inverted and 
shifted, brown frame omitted 
from the top pair, ex-Faberge.Belebey 1897, 2k blue, used on 

a piece together with Russian 
Imperial stamps of 3k carmine 
and 7k blue, tied by zemstvo 
date stamp, ex-Faberge

Perayaslav 1879-80, 3k dark blue and 
carmine, stamp from unrecorded issue 
without a dot inside “p” in “Pereslavskaia” 
(arrow), very rare. This issue had been 
described by A. Faberge in his handbook. 
(Reminder: for closer looks at images, use 
your pdf magnifier tool.)

Atkarsk black on 
g r e y - y e l l o w i s h 
paper, one of five 
known examples. ex 
Faberge

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4
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Fig. 5. An ex-
ample of a Sta-
raya Russa 5k 
proof impres-
s ion ,  s imi lar 
to what would 
have been in the 
author’s collec-
tion (page 2).

Fig. 6. May 19, 1902 Russian 4k stationery card to 
Erlangen, also with Wenden 1901 brown and green 
(Wenden Sc. L12), pen-cancelled; card cancelled by 
Stockmanshof circular date stamps (upper right) 
and Erlangen receiver (lower left). Scott lists the 
Wenden issues as Locals, L1-L12 (page 2).

Fig. 7. A folded let-
ter  mai led within 
one Zemstvo, using 
only that Zemstvo’s 
stamps. In this case, 
it was addressed to 
the Osinsk county ad-
ministration. Since a 
3-kopeck stamp was 
not available and the 
rate for a letter within 

the Zemstvo), an Osinsk 1906 2k and bisect 2k were used to pay the 
fee (page 5).

Fig. 8. Postcard mailed 
on 10 May 1903 with 
b isected 5-kopeck 
Chuchin No. 12 stamp 
and transferred on 
the same day to gov-
ernment PO Yunovka 
where a 3-kopeck arms 
type stamp was added. 
It arrived at its destina-
tion the city of Kharkov 
on May 12. So far this 
is the only recorded use of a bisected stamp by this Zemstov (page 5).
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Fig. 9. The first 
Zemstvos stamp, 
the 1865 Schlis-
selburg 5k black 
on green paper 
(page 5).

Fig. 10. A rare example of 
a Zemstvos stamp issued 
for philatelic purposes, the 
Kherson 1884 10k brick 
red and black official re-
print—in this case with 
center inverted. (page 6)

Fig. 12. Above, two 
Buguruslan 2k stamps 
with designs very sim-
ilar to those of Imperial 
Russia. (pages 8, 9)
Right, a Zadonsk issue 
copied from Denmark 
(Sc. design type A6; 
see page 8.)

F i g .  1 1 . 
S t a m p s 
o f  A rda -
t o f  a n d 
Bakhmut produced by 
the Russian State Print-
ing Works. (page 8).

Fig. 13. Arms key plate issues of Zolotonosha, Morshansk, Lubny, 
Poltava and Konstantinograd. (page 8)
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Fig. 16. Pereyaslaf 1875 Provi-
sional issue, 3k stamp altered 
to 5k in red ink—the only 
known example (page 8). 

Fig. 14. Bielozersk’s third Provisional is-
sue, 1908, this example with inverted 3k 
surcharge on 2k yellow brown on yellow 
paper (page 8).

Fig. 15. Lebedin 1899 
Provisional, with black 
surcharge “2” on the 5k 
blue stamp of 1898, one 
of only nine known used 
copies (page 8).

Fig. 17. Above, crude Ardatov pro-
duction; right, Irbit printing with 
one stamp inverted (page 8).

Fig. 18. Tver 1871 2k 
rose and dark violet 
blue block of six, four 
stamps with incorrectly 
printed “2k” (page 8).
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F i g . 1 9 . 
This Tikh-
vin stamp 
shows the 
center val-
ue correct-
ly, but the 
rest of the 
design was 

incorrectly carved as it was seen 
instead of as a mirror image. The 
result was a reverse image when 
applied to paper! Notice the word 
“Marka” is printed as “AKRAM” 
in the lower left of the oval frame. 
(page 9).

Fig. 20. This 
used 5k yel-
lowish-rose 
Lubny is-
sue has de-
livery con-
trol number 
“1197” in 
manuscript 
in the center. (page 9)

Fig. 21. Two examples of stamps with 
counterfoils: Right, from Zadonsk, also 
showing the control number “2025”, 
which was written in at the post office 
on the stamp and the counterfoil, re-
cording who mailed the letter. Below 
from Kotelnich. (page 9)

Fig. 22. Pskov 2e-tenant printing with 1k, 5k, and 10k values 
and in differing colors. (page 9)
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Fig. 23. In 2011, researchers at 
the Smithsonian’s National Post-
al Museum discovered one of 
the finest collections of Russian 
stamps ever assembled—right 
in the vaults of the NPM.
The collection was assembled 
by G. H. Kaestlin and in 1984 
was donated to the museum by 

his estate. Within the collection of 14,000 stamps was this pair of a 
previously unknown issue of Zemstvo stamps from Shlisselburg. In a 
field of study that is so vast and with little original records of issue, 
additional discoveries such as this are still possible. (page 10)

Additional images not referenced in the text:

The Melitopol Zemstvo –“horseman not smoking” issue. In the left, 
stamp, the horseman is smoking a pipe; in the right he is not. Melitopol 
issued stamps from 1867 to 1876. On the 1871 issue, one of eight 
known copies, depicts a horseman not smoking while the later issues 
of 1872–1876 show the horseman smoking a pipe.

From the NPM’s Kaestlin Collection, 
“Soroki issued stamps from 1878 
to 1898…the first of which was a 
3-kopeck, black, yellow, pale-rose 
and blue stamp, of which only four 
are known to exist. In 1880, Soroki 
issued a revised stamp using the 
same plates but changed colors with 
the river bed unclearly outlined in 
red and inverted the printing plate, bringing the river above the town’s 
16th century castle.
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Printing varieties:

Griazovetz 1894 
imperf between

Tikhvin, 1896, 3k multicolored 
pair,  imperf vertically.

Gdof pair, 
right stamp inverted

Assorted shapes:

Versogonsk Borisolglyebsk

Volchansk Dankov
Alexandrya

Boguchary 1871 
handstamp
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A few more copycats:

Lebedyan, ala West-
ern Australia’s Swan

Gryazovets and Sapozhak, ala 
British Empire “Seated Britannias”

Variations on a theme:

Pskov “Lions”. Reminder: for a closer look at any or all, 
use your pdf magnifier tool
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Assorted shapes, sizes, designs and towns

     Berdyansk                 Bezhetsk                     Bielozersk

      Bogodorsk                 Borovichy                       Bugulma

       Chembary                 Chistopol                 Dukhovshina

      Kobelyaky              Kologriv        Konstantinograd       Kungar
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                     Livny			    	         Lokhvitza

Nolinsk 1915 5k left sheet margin block 
of four with a complete oval Zemstvo “25.
Nov.1915” date stamp—reportedly the ear-
liest recorded cancellation for this value.

Oversized 1k 
Ostrogozhsk
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          Okhansk                       Perm                         Rzhev

          Schigry                       		  Shatsk

     Solikamsk                  Sudzha                      Ustsysolsk

                           Vetluga                    Zolotonosha
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Krasny issued stamps from 1890 until 1912 when it issued two com-
memorative stamps honoring of the 100th anniversary of the 1812 
War with France led by Napolean Bonaparte. On 23 June 1812, the 
invasion of Russia commenced, and on September 7, 1812, the French 
were victorious in the Battle of Moscow.
However, owing to the Russian army’s scorched earth tactics, the 
French found it increasingly difficult to forage food for themselves and 
their horses. Subjected to the severe Russian winter, the French suf-
fered greatly during their retreat, and of more than 400,000 frontline 
troops, less than 40,000 made it back.
Pictured above, the stamp on the left pictures “Nyevyerfosky’s Heroic 
Deed” and that on the right pictures “The Retreat of the French Army.” 
See also page 34.

The Krasny Pictorials:
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A complete sheet of the 1912 stamp pictured on the left on page 33, 
consisting of 72 stamps (6x12), including 30 tete-beche pairs as each 
block of six is inverted relative to the block to the side and above or 
below it, ex-Faberge.


