A Civil War Treasure House
From STAMPS Magazine, February 27, 1988, with image added

A priceless treasure house of rare letters, manuscripts and
do cuments of the Confederate States of America has been found
in the archives of Florida Atlantic University at Boca Raton.

Dr. Otto Bettmann, an adjunct professor at F.A.U., has
been investigating the collection, which is professionally bound
into four huge gilt and leather albums. Dr. Bettmann called
this writer[ Herst], a professional appraiser of manuscripts, as
no one at the University had any idea of the total value of the
collection, which runs well into six figures.

Letters of Robert E. Lee are well represented, some of them
of great historic importance. Some undoubtedly are unknown
to historians, and can shed a new light on incidents of the Civil
War. As an example, thereis a
letter from Lee to his northern
counterpart, General George
B. McClellan, setting up an
exchange of prisoners of war
in 1862 to take place at Shir-
ley, Va., with General Dix of
the Union Army to make the
arrangements. (Shown here.)
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lingered, and wrote down all
conversations with Jackson,
who died in the presence of
his wife and young daughter.
Among Jackson’s last words
was the asking of the day
of week. When told it was
Sunday, and that he would
die before evening, he replied
“l always wanted to die on a
Sunday.”

A very tangible link with
the historic past was an irre-
gularly cut piece of gray cloth.
Accompanied by amply docu-
mented provenance, a state-
ment says that it was cut from
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by General Pierre Beaure-
gard, in command at the first
real battle (Bull Run, or First
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Manassas). A northern colonel, James Cameron, of Lancaster,
Pa., volunteered and was killed on the first day of the war, at 60
years of age. A Louisiana former friend of Beauregard’s asked
the general to permit his body to be sent to his wife. Beaure-
gard replied that he did no favors for traitors. The friend had
not enlisted.

The first president of the Confederacy was Jefferson Davis.
When he was told he was to be asked to head the South, his
reply (in the original letter contained in the collection), stated
that he felt he could be of greater use to the South in military
matters as he had served in the War with Mexico in 1846, and
had been Secretary of War for the United States. The letter,
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written just four days before the Confederate government had
its birth, had no effect on those who wanted Davis as president.
Davis accepted the presidency.

The collection cannot be disposed of by law, but parts ofit
may ultimately be put on display. One very interesting part of
the accumulation is numerous Currier and Ives prints, show-
ing not only battle scenes, but portraits of various figures, all

supporters of the Confederate cause.

While philatelic items were at a minimum in the accumula-
tion, there were a few, such as about a dozen used Confederate
stamps, all more or less common, and in very poor condition.
There was a good representation of Confederate paper money
and bonds, but nothing of great value. Unfortunately, whoever
saved the many letters totally ignored any covers.

The Jefferson Davis letter is reproduced on pages 22-24.
Perhaps someone can make out the handwriting sufficiently to provide a print version. I could not. JFD.]
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Share the Passion:
Whether you are an advanced specialist in the field or seeking a fascinating new
area enjoyed by enthusiastic collectors across the U.S. and around the world...
..With more than 50 years in Confederate States Philately, Trish Kaufmann can be
Your Source for CSA stamps, postal history and information.
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A blending of history and philately, you can delve
into the General Issues, hundreds of Postmaster’s
Provisionals, plus covers, postal history and more.

To Add Passion to Your Hobby, Contact

Patricia A. Kaufmann, 10194 N. Old State Road, Lincoln, DE 19960 , L
trishkauf@comcast.net - 302-422-2656 - www.trishkaufmann.com &

Life Member: American Philatelic Society, American Philatelic Research Library, Civil War Philatelic Society,
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society; Member: American Stamp Dealers Association, National Stamp Dealers

Association, Collectors Club of New York; Fellow Royal Philatelic Society of London
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