Postal History Place:
United States Postal History-2

By Seymour Dunbar
(From The Stamp Specialist #4, 1940, with some new images™*)

** Due to the unique nature of many of these pieces and their relative lack of value, it was not possible

to locate them or to find similar pieces; nevertheless this article offers much information, supplemented
by the original images from this 1940 article. JFD.
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Figures 1-5. See descriptions on page 20
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See page 4 for more on Figure 24.
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See early Registered covers, pages 24 & 25.
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HARTEORD £ NEEW

YOURK~=DAILY.

The Steam Boat BUNKER
a1 THLL, Capiain Huomington,
Temp will leave Elactfurd [rom the
of Siale street, every

"'-iD"';l}.r‘L"f WEDRESDAY, and PRIDAY, at

2 o'clock, P M.

M. SANDFORD, Agent.

An advertisement in the November 30, 1840 Hartford Times annoncing
that the Steamer Bunker Hill will make trips to New York three days
a week. (See page 2 Figure 2 and caption 2 page 3.)

Early Registered Covers (see also page 25)

5¢ red brown (Sc.
1) tied by black
grid cancel, “Wil-
kes Barre Pa. Mar.
29” (1851) circular
datestamp on buff
cover to Philadel-
phia, with match-
ing “Registered”
straightline hand-
stamp applied at
Wilkes Barre and

blue “R” handstamp applied on arrival in Philadelphia, also with
manuscript “25” registration number at lower left. This is an example
of a cover that went through the informal registration system that ex-
isted before registered mail was authorized under postal regulations

in 1855.

5¢ brown, Double
Transfer cancelled
by red “5” hand-
stamp, cover to Phil-
adelphia also with
blue “Baltimore Md.
Apr. 5” and match-
ing “R” recorded
handstamp on fold-
ed letter to Phila-
delphia, also with
manuscript “67”
registry number.

Issue 34 - October 4, 2013 - StampNewsOnline.net

24



3c Dull Red, Ty. II,

Registered Covers

(11A). Five covers,

incl. one with red

straightline "Reg-

istered" on folded

letter from Newport

R.I. which includes

an analysis from

Thomas Alexander

concluding that it

is a not certain but

probable genuine

pre-1855 registered usage, also a blue straightline "Registered"
handstamp on cover from Newbern N.C. (P.F. certificate), and three
manuscript registered usages from Middletown Conn., Astoria N.Y.,
and Greencastle Pa., (two with P.F. certificates), Very Fine group (Im-
age Magnifier)

E. 500-750 475

15¢c Black, F. Grill
(98). Used with 3c
Red, F. Grill (94) and
tied by "Boston P.O.
Registered Apr. 17,
1869" shield-type
datestamp on regis-
tered cover to Wen-
dell Centre Mass.,
1877 docketing at
left, fresh and Very
Fine example of the
15c¢ registry fee (Image Magnifier)
E. 300-400 450
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See page 31 for Samaritan covers, including a recent photo of the top cover on on
this page.
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Good Samaritan Covers (see also page 30)

1869 3¢ ultrama-

rine (Sc. 114) tied

by a multi-point

star cancel and

“San Francisco Cal.

Mar. 187 circular

datestamp, used

with demonetized

3¢ dull red, Type

II (Sc. 26), uncan-

celled. The date-

stamp also ties the

Y.M.C.A. ‘Good Samaritan’label on a cover to Swampscott, Mass., that
originally was addressed by sender to “Swampscott Calif.” Presumably
the address correction and valid stamp were supplied by the Y.M.C.A.
The cover also has a blue Lusk & Co. backstamp. (See the photo on
page 30 for owner notations that were subsequently removed.)

3¢ rose (Sc. 65)
affixed over a
Y.M.C.A. ‘Good
Samaritan’ label,
tied by a quartered
cork and “Chicago
Ill. Sep. 177 circu-
lar datestamp on
cover with printed
address to New
York.
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See page 34
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Yreka Cover (see also page 33)

A Chase’s Express
franked cover car-
ried in 1858 by
Chase’s Express
into Yreka when
it entered the U.S.
mails for delivery
to Minnesota, with
a “Yreka Cal.” post-
mark and “PAID
10” handstamp at
center.

Virginia City Covers (see also page 35)

A cover similar to
the cover on page 35
with Sc. 65 tied by
a target cancel and
“Virginia City / IDO,
Jan 2 ’65” c.d.s.,
when Virginia City
was part of Idaho
Territory.

A cover to Iowa with
a “Virginia City /
Montano Aug. 317
(1865) c.d.s. with
Sc. 65 tied by a
target cancel, after
Virginia City be-
came part of Monta-
no (later Montana)
Territory.
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