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“Give me a call and let’s
talk about the goals for your

collection—or anything else
on your mind....”

“..Im available anytime for
a toll free chat with you!”

And by the way...

You can also visit us at our website,
www.garyposnerinc.com—where you
also will find our vast up to date stock. It’s
a User-Friendly site with jumbo images and
‘easy-on-the-pocket’ prices. See for yourself
that it is ‘a site with a difference.’

Gary Posner Bobby Prager

What our clients think:

“Of all the dealers I have encountered, you
two are clearly the most professional. I
know that when I buy from you the material
is legititmate and the quality is as adver-

Bobby Prager has as-
sisted thousands of
discriminating philat-
elists in forming out-
standing collections.
His reputation as a
respected consultant is
built on the caring one-
on-one relationship he
has with his clients.

If you’re selling...
We’d rather pay a
more than fair price
and buy 90% of the
collections offered
to us than make a big
score on 10% with
low-ball offers.

tised.”...Lawrence Eagleburger, former U.S. Secy. of State

30+ years in business * 800.323.4279 ¢ Fax 516-599-2145
265 Sunrise Highway, Ste. 1-308, Rockville Centre, NY 11570
Cell: 917-538-8133 * GaryPosnerInc@aol.com

Visit us and view our fabulous stock at
www.garyposhnerinc.com




From the Stamp Specialist:

40 Years of Special Delivery Stamps
Part 2

by C. W. Bates

(From The Stamp Specialist Number Four, published in 1940;
continued from the August 5, 2011 Stamp News Online)
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(1) See illustrations, page 29.
(2) See illustrations, page 30.
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(2) See illustrations, page 30.
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(2) See illustration, page 30.
(3) See illustration, page 31.
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(3)

(3) See illustration, page 31.
(4) See illustration, page 25.
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June 5, 1909 “Pittsburgh, PA, Street R.P.O.” streetcar handstamps tie
2¢ Lincoln (Sc. 367) and “Merry Widow?” special delivery (Sc. E7) to

New York City, with “fee claimed at office of first / address / (N.Y.P.O.
Grand Central Sta.)” marking.

(5)

(5) See illustrations, page 32.
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(6)

(6) See illustrations, page 33.
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(8)

(7) See illustration, page 27.
(8) See illustration, page 34.
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(8)

)

(6) See illustration, page 33.
(8) See illustration, page 34.
(9) See illustration, page 35.
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(9) See illustration, page 35.
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(10)

(10) See illustration, page 36.
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Supplementary Illustrations

Cuba Sc. E1

Guam Sc. E1

1899 10¢ blue Special Delivery (Guam Sc. E1), used with 1¢ and
5¢ (Guam Sc. 1 and 5), tied by purple (first day of use) of “Agana,
Guam Isle Of Guam” and “Jun. 14, 1900” straightlines on cover
to New York City, also with purple two-line “Government House,
Agana, Guam” handstamped corner card, black “27756” num-
ber handstamp below stamps (thought to be a registry number
although that service was not used). Also with “Mil. Sta. No. 1
Manila”, “N.Y. & Chicago R.P.O. E. B. TR6 Sep 13” transit back-
stamps and Sep. 15, 1900 New York receiving backstamp.

1901 10¢ Special Delivery
(Philippines Sc. E1) used
with two Philippine 2¢
(Phil. Sc. 241, tied by “Ma-
nila P.I. Jan. 26, 1907”
duplex datestamps on lo-
cally-addressed cover.

Philippines Sc. E1
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Sc. E6 on 2¢ red en-
tire cover from Mari-
on, Ohio, addressed
to Delaware, Ohio,
then forwarded to
Cincinnati. “Fee
claimed at office
of 1st address.”
was manuscript
changed to “2nd”.
Reverse shows
dobule line Cinci-
natti clock face re-
ceiver and straight
line “Offered at
Address...Cause
of Non-Delivery”
handstamp.

Cover from St. Johns-
bury, Vt. with Sc. E5
and 2¢ Sc. 279B, can-
celled Aug 2, 1908
with “1”7 in duplex,
received in Boston,
showing smudged,
partial blue clock
face handstamp low-
er right.

Specimen with “Universal
Postal Congress Overprint,”

Sc. E5SO
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Artist R. Ostrander Smith used
this self-photograph as the mod-
el for his Bicycle Special Delivery
stamp design. (Scott design type
SD4, shown here in an ultrama-
rine Large Die Proof on India (Sc.
E6P1)

Left, E6 early printing, with plate number
1776;

Above, reissue of E6 with plate number

5243 and suffix -09 indicating the later
printing.

Issue 9 - September 2, 2011 - StampNewsOnline.net 31



“Merry Widow?”, Sc. E7, in an upper left
pane of 70 from the full sheet of 280,
showing the position of the imprint and
plate number—in this case #4916

10¢ Special Delivery, wood-
cut essay (Sc. E7-E4).
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Plate blocks of the 1911
Special Delivery, Sc. E8:
Above, with imprint and
plate number 5514; right,
a later printing from plate
number 5857 with no im-
print

10¢ Special Delivery (Sc. E8) used on 2¢ entire
and tied by “Aviation Station, Portland Oregon,
Aug. 11, 19127 duplex to local address, also with
purple “U.S. Aeroplane Mail Service. This letter
was carried by Aviator Walter Edwards from Port-
land, Oregon to Vancouver, Wash.” handstamp.
This is the earliest known usage of a Special
Delivery stamp on an airmail cover.
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Left, Scott design type SDS6, Sc. E12;
above, orange Special Delivery Large
Die Proof on India (Sc. E13P1), approved
March 7, 1925 and signed by Harry S.
New, Postmaster General.

1885 Hawaii 10¢ Special Despatch entire (Hawaii Sc. UE1) cancelled
by “Wailuku Maui Sep. 20, 1893” double-circle datestamp and ad-
dressed to “James Weir Robertson, ¢/o J. T. Waterhouse, Honolulu”,
also with “Honolulu H.I. Sep. 24, 1893” duplex receiver on back. This
card was prepared but never issued for postal purposes, and Water-
house is reported to have purchased the lot of 2,000 in 1893, so this
is regarded to be a philatelic issue and use.
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New York to Montreal, February 20, 1909
2 cents letter rate to Canada + 10 cent Cana-
dian Special Delivery stamp to pay the fee

Scarce mixed franking with U.S. Special Delivery used
from Canada to pay fee in the U.S., this cover bears a 10¢
ultramarine Special Delivery (Sc. E6) used with Canada
2¢ Edward VII on Windsor Hotel illustrated advertising
cover to Everett, Mass., with faint strike of purple fee-
claim handstamp.
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Excerpted from http://www.bnaps.org/education/eph2.asp:

This Special Delivery 3¢ Royal Visit issue FDC received the rare French
royal train postmark in purple. All first day covers show the May 15
date, even though the train did not go into service until May 17.
People who submitted covers for servicing were told they would bear
a cancel inked in purple, a color long associated with royalty. How-
ever, the purple ink took a long time to dry, and smudged easily in
the intervening period. As a result the decision to use purple ink was
abandoned almost immediately. The purple ink was replaced with
black ink.

There was one important exception. Canadian postal rules require that
all mail marked Special Delivery be delivered as is. Because of this
the very few covers with special delivery stamps (believed to fewer
than 100) that had been cancelled in purple, before the decision was
made to change to black ink, had to go to their addressees.

A cover from Chicago to England with the U.S. 20¢ Special Delivery, Sc.
E14, paying the Special Delivery fee within the U.S. and England.
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as to prevent their access to other parts of the office....Or-
derly conduct of the messengers while on their trips should
be strictly enforced. The necessity of good behavior in the
streets when making deliveries or returning should be en-
joined and postmasters should give strict attention to their
conduct generally; and no one should be retained who is not
diligent, faithful, courteous and well-behaved.

American Stamp Pages
Identifying the Special Deliveries

Columbian stamps. The 10-cent orange was not discontinued
until May 19, 1894, when the stock on hand was exhausted. On
October 10, 1894, Scott E4 was issued on unwatermarked paper.
This was followed by the same design, Sc. E5, issued August 16,
1895 on USPS double line watermarked paper. (See page 3.)
In 1902, the “Running Messenger” was replaced by a
“Bicycle Messenger”. Scott E6, a 10¢ light blue, was the first

o\

Sec. 643. Postmasters to Require Efficient Ser-
vice.—Postmasters should...equalize as far as practicable
the comp ion of the s. To this end...a mes-
senger employed during the busy hours of one day may be
assigned to the duller hours of another day. So, too, changes
should be made in assignments to night duty....No car fare
or other incidental expenses can in any case be allowed to
any messenger....

Sec. 645. Payment of Messengers.—...Messengers
should be employed with the understanding that they shall
receive the full 8 cents per letter actually delivered, not ex-
ceeding $30 during any one month. But where the business
may be reasonably expected, or shall prove, sufficient at any
office to warrant it, the postmaster may employ his messen-
gers at a less rate per letter, or by the hour (at not exceeding
12-1/2 cents per hour, calculating eight hours’ service per
day), or by the month, being certain not to exceed the total
permissible allowance....

The Stamps

The first Special Delivery stamp, Scott E1, the 10¢ blue
“Running Messenger” was issued in 1885. It included the in-
scription, “Secures Immediate Delivery at a Special Delivery
Office”. The 1886 Congress made the stamps available at all

example, issued on December 9.

Artist R. Ostrander Smith used
this self-photograph as actual
model for his Bicycle Special
Delivery stamp design.

On December 12, 1908 a
new design, Scott E7, was issued.
The 10¢ green stamp featured the
Helmet of Mercury, “Messenger
of the Gods”, but the innovative
design proved to be its downfall,
as postmasters complained that the
new stamps were escaping special delivery treatment because
of the altered shape, design and color.
After the 1908 stamp was discontinued by order of June
9, 1909, the 1902 “Bicycle Messenger” special delivery design
was brought back. Although new plates were used, the 1902 and
1909 stamps are indistinguishable; however, the 1909 printings
can be distinguished by plate numbers 5240, 5243, 5244, 5245,
with later printings also having an “-09” suffix.
Subsequent varities of the “Bicycle Messenger” differ as
to perfs and watermarks. (See page 3.)
In 1912, the stamp
design was updated from
a Bicycle to “Motorcycle
Delivery”. The first ver-
sion of this design, Scott
E12 was placed on sale in
Washington, D.C., on July
12,1922.

Record card of Die #33, used to produce the “Running
Messenger” Special Delivery stamps, Sc. E1-E5

offices, and upon any

articles of mailable

matter, but it was

not until September

6, 1888 that a stamp,

Scott E2, the 10¢

blue, was issued

with the inscription

“Secures Immediate Delivery at any Post Office”.

On January 24, 1893 a 10-cent orange, Sc. E3, was
issued to avoid confusion with the blue 1-cent and 4-cent

Also Available

As announced last month, in addition to this two part ar-
ticle, we have created a set of pages that include excerpts from
the The Speedy book by Henry M. Goodkind as well as articles
from Mekeel’s Weekly and STAMPS Magazine. This seven-page
set, includes some of the history, additional photos, color im-
ages of all of the stamps, an Identifier, and descriptive spaces
into which the 23 Special Delivery stamps may be mounted.

This set of pages, printed on sturdy card stock, is available
for $11 including postage & handling. Click here to order.
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