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World of Stamps:
Landlocked Countries: Czech Area

Czechoslovakia, Continued
by Geir Sør-Reime

Czechoslovakia, 1949-52, Cont.
T h e 

125th birth 
anniversary 
o f  Czech 
c o m p o s -
er Bedrich 
S m e t a n a 
was com-
memorated 
on two 1949 

s t a m p s . 
The 25th death 
anniversary of 
Czech com-
poser Leoš 
Janáček was 
commemorat-
ed 1953 with a 
single stamp. 
In 1954 both 
Smetana and 
Janáček were 
portrayed on 
stamps along 
with Czech 
composer Antonin Dvořák. The 
centenary of Smetana’s opera, 

“The Bartered Bride”, was celebrated with a 1966 souvenir sheet, 
and in 2016 the 150th anniversary of the premier of the opera was 
commemorated on a Czech stamp. 

The 150th birth anniversary of Dvořák was celebrated on a 1991 
stamp.

The composer Gustav Mahler was remem-
bered on the 140th anniversary of his birth with 
a 2000 stamp of the Czech Republic. 

 
 
 
  

 
  

 
I n 

1 9 6 6  t h e 
first series 
of stamps 
reproducing 
art was is-
sued. This 
set consist-
ed of five 
s t a m p s . 
Similar sets 
f o l l o w e d 
every year 
1967-1992 
except for 
1968. The 
Czech Re-
public and 
S l o v a k i a 
have con-
tinued the 
concept with similar annual series.

The im-
portant min-
ing industry 
of  Czecho-
slovakia was 
honored on 
th ree  1949 
s tamps and 
again on two 
1951 stamps. 
The miners’ 

1949 Smetana 125 birth 
anniversary, Sc. 386

1953 Janacek 25th death 
anniversary Sc. 599

1966 Smetana’s The Bartered 
Bride Sc. 1373

Czech 2016 Smet-
ana’s The Bartered 
Bride 150 years

1991 Dvorak 150 birth anniversary Sc. 2820

Czech 2000 Mahler 140th 
birth anniversary Sc. 3119

Czech 2004 operas Sc. 3238-40

1966 Art first issue Sc. 1435-39

Left, Czech 1993 Art Sc. 2909-
10; right, Czech 1993 Art Sc. 
2908, Slovakia 1993 Art Sc. 175

1949 mining industry Sc. 394, 396, 700th 
anniversary of Czechoslovak mining industry 

and 150th anniversary of the miners’ laws
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day was fea-
tured on three 
1951 stamps, 
on four 1952 
stamps, and 
on two 1953 
s t a m p s .  I n 
1962, a single 
stamp remem-
bered the 30th 
anniversary of 
a miners’ strike 
in Most. In 
1982, a stamp 
was issued for 
the 50th anni-
versary of this 
strike.

T h e 
Czech Re-
pub l i c  i n 
1999 issued 
a stamp for 
the 750th an-

niversary of the 
granting of min-
ing rights in Jihlava, 
and in 2000 for the 
700th anniversary for 
the Kutna Hora min-
ing law. Slovakia in 
1999 issued a stamp 
illustrating a mine 
water pump invented 
by Jozef Hell.
Czech Republic 
1993-

Czechoslovak 
stamps remained 
valid in the Czech 
Republic until Sep-
tember 30, 1993, 
and the Czech Re-

public released its first stamp January 20, 
1993, showing the national arms. A stamp 
with the effigy of President Havel was 
issued March 2, 1993. A similar stamp was 
issued March 22, 1995. His 60th birthday 
was celebrated 1996 with a souvenir sheet 
with two stamps with his effigy. A new 
portrait of Havel appeared on a 1998 stamp, 
and on a 2002 stamp. 

T h e 
fifth anni-
versary of 
the Czech 
R e p u b l i c 
was cele-
brated with a 
pre-stamped 
postal card, 
t he  t en th 
anniversary 
was com-
memorated 
on a 2003 
souvenir sheet, and in 2018 the 
25th anniversary was celebrated 
with two stamps issued as two 
pairs in a souvenir sheet.

The 80th anniversary of the 
Czechoslovak Republic was cele-
brated with three Czech 1998 stamps.

In 1999 
there was a 
stamp for the 
Czech Repub-
lic becoming a 
member of NATO. A NATO summit 
was held in Prague November 21-22, 
2002, and a stamp was issued for this 
occasion. 

In 2008 a stamp was issued for 
the Czech presidency of the European 
Union for the first half of 2009. In 

the second half of 2022 the Czech 
Republic again held the presidency 
of the European Union and issued a 
stamp publicizing it.

In 1991 the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, and Poland 
established a co-operation forum 
called the Visegrad Group and after 

1952 miners’ day Sc. 548-51

1951 miners’ day 
Sc. 480

1962 miners’ strike 30th 
anniversary Sc. 1104

Czech 1999 mining rights in 
Jihlava Sc. 3095

Czech 2000 Kut-
na Hora mining 
law Sc. 3112

Slovakia 1999 mine 
pump Sc. 338

Czech 2018 Czech Republic 25 years

Czech 2003 Czech Republic 10 
years Sc. 3191

Left, Czech 1993 President Havel Sc. 2879;
right, Czech 2002 President Havel Sc. 3180

Czech 1993 state arms 
Sc. 2877

Czech 1998 Czecho-
slovak Republic 80 
years Sc. 3060

Czech 1999 NATO 
membership Sc. 3086

Czech 2002 
NATO summit 

Sc. 3183

Czech 2008 EU presidency 
first half 2009

Czech 2011 Visegrad 20 years
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these countries’ accession to the European Union, these countries have 
formed an opposition within the European Union advocation for less 
power to EU bodies and more sovereignty for the member states. The 
Czech republic issued a stamp for the 20th anniversary of the Visegrad 
Group in 2011, and another for the 30th anniversary in 2021.

Václav Havel 
was succeeded as 
Czech President by 
Václav Klaus (born 
1941, President 
2003-13). His effi-
gy appeared first on 
two 2003 stamps, 
with a third stamp 
added in 2005, and 
a fourth in 2008.

In 2004, 
the Czech Republic became a member of 
the European Union, and two 2004 stamps 
celebrated the event. One of the stamps 
showed the flags of all 10 new member 
states of the EU. In 2007 the country 
also became a member of the Schengen 
Border-Free Zone, also commemorated 
on a stamp.

In 2013 Milos 
Zeman (born 1944, 
President 2013-
2023) became Pres-
ident and his effigy 
appeared on a 2013 
stamp. After his 
re-election in 2018 
he was also pictured 
on a 2018 stamp.

Petr Pavel (born 
1961) became President 
of the Czech Republic 
in 2023, and his effigy 
appeared on ten stamps 
all in different colors 
issued in a souvenir sheet 
in June 2023.

Since 1995, Czecho-
slovak and Czech stamp 
design and production 
have been highlighted 
on annual stamps of the 
Czech Republic, and 
since 1998 these stamps 
have been issued in book-
lets which includes infor-
mation on the designer or 
engraver featured. 

The Czech religious reformist Jan Hus (1372-1415) who was 
burned at the stake for heresy against the teachings of the Catholic 
Church was remembered on 2002 and 2015 Czech stamps, the latter 
on the 600th anniversary of his death.

Visegrad 30 years joint issue

Czech 2003 President 
Klaus Sc. 3208

Czech 2008 President 
Klaus Sc. 3381

Czech 2004 EU member-
ship Sc. 3235

Czech 2004 EU membership Sc. 
3236

Czech 2007 entry into 
Schengen zone Sc. 3367

Czech President Zeman: left, 2013; right 2018

Czech 2023 President Pavel

Czech 1998 stamp tradition front, 
below, & single, right, Sc. 3032

Czech 1999 stamp 
tradition front design 

half and single, Sc. 3077

Czech 2019 stamp tradition 
front design half

Czech 2020 stamp tradition 
front design half

Above, Czech 2015 Jan 
Hus 600 death anniversary; 
right, Czech 2002 Jan Hus 
Sc. 3174
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In 1939 Czech students demonstrated against the Nazi occupation 
of the country and on November 17, 1939, the demonstrations were 
violently dissolved by the Nazi authorities with many casualties, the 
closure of universities and over 1000 students sent to concentration 
camps. On November 17, 1969, a similar student demonstration was 
violently dispersed and many students wounded by police beating. In 
2009 and 2014, both incidents were commemorated on stamps. In 2015 
the student Jan Opletal, who was killed in the 1939 demonstrations 
was honored on a stamp on the centenary of his birth.

The author Franz Kafka (1883-1924) was 
honored on a 2013 stamp on the 130th anniver-
sary of his birth.
Slovakia 1993-

As with the Czech 
Republic stamps of 
Czechoslovakia re-
mained valid for post-
age until September 30, 
1993.

Slovakia issued two 
stamps showing its new 
state arms already 
on January 1-2, 
1993, and a defin-
itive series from 

January 1993, with additional values added 
in September and December.

Two stamps with the effigy of Slovak 
President Michal Kováč (1930-2016, Pres-
ident 1993-98) were issued in March and 
November respectively. 

The fifth an-
niversary of the 
Constitution of the 
Slovak Republic was 
commemorated on a 
1997 stamp featuring 
the state arms, and the 
fifth anniversary of 
the Slovak Republic 
was celebrated on 
a January 1, 1998, 

stamp. 
T h e 

tenth anni-
versary  of 
the Slovak 
Republic was celebrated on a 2003 
stamp, and the fifteenth on a 2008 
stamp. The 20th anniversary was 
commemorated on a 2013 stamp, 

and the 25th anniversary with 
a 2018 stamp.

A 
1 9 9 8 
s t a m p 
remem-
bered the 1848-49 uprising in Slovakia. 

In 2018 Slovakia 
issued a stamp cele-
brating the centenary 
of the establishment of 
Czecho-Slovakia.

In 1999 Kováč was 
succeeded by Rudolf 
Schuster (born 1934, 
President 1999-2004) 

as President. His effigy appeared on a June 
2000 stamp, and again on a 2003 stamp.

L i k e 
the Czech 
Republ ic , 
Slovakia in 
2004 issued 
stamps for 
the coun-
t ry ’s  ad -
mission to 
the Europe-

an Union and to 
NATO. During 
the sec-
ond half 
of 2016 
Slovakia 
held the 
presiden-
cy of the 
Europe-
an Union 

and issued a stamp to 
publicize it. The 25th 
anniversary of Slova-
kia’s membership of 
the European Union 
was celebrated with a 
2018 stamp. In 2002 
Slovakia issued a pre-
stamped postal card for 
the NATO Summit in 
Prague.

In 2009 Slovakia 
adopted the Euro and 
issued a stamp to pub-
licize it. New stamps in 
Euro were of course also issued.

Left to right: Czech 2009 student demonstrations 1939 and 1989; 2014 
student demonstrations 1939 and 1989; 2015 Jan Opletal birth centenary

Czech 2013 
Franz Kafka

Slovakia 1993 state 
arms Sc. 150

Slovakia 1993 President 
Kovac Sc. 159A

Slovakia 1997 Constitu-
tion 5 years Sc. 279

Slovakia 1998 republic 5 years 
Sc. 292

Slovakia 2018 republic 25 years

Slovakia 2008 republic 15 years 
Sc. 534

Slovakia 2003 repub-
lic 10 years Sc. 420

Slovakia 1998 1848-49 uprising Sc. 305

Slovakia 2018 
Czecho-Slovakia 

centenary

Slovakia 2000 Presi-
dent Schuster Sc. 358

Slovakia 2018 EU mem-
bership 25 years Slovakia 2016 EU presidency 

second half

Slovakia 2004 NATO 
membership Sc. 456

Slovakia 2004 EU 
membership Sc. 455

Slovakia 2002 postal 
card NATO summit in 
Prague

Slovakia 2009 Euro
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In 2011 Slovakia also issued a stamp for the 20th anniversary of 
the Visegrad Group, and for the 30th anniversary in 2021.

P r e s i d e n t 
Schuster was suc-
ceeded by Ivan 
Gašparovič (born 
1941,  President 
2004-14). His effi-
gy first appeared on 
a June 2004 stamp 
in photogravure, and 
then on an engraved 
2005 stamp. In 2009 
a gold foil stamp in 
Euro currency with 
his effigy and in 2010 
an engraved stamp in 
Euro currency were 
issued.

In 2014 Andrej Kiska (born 1963, Pres-
ident 2014-19) won the Presidential election 

and he was 
portrayed 
on a 2014 
stamp.

T h e 
2019 Pres-
i d e n t i a l 
e l ec t i ons 
were won 
by Zuzana 

Čaputová (born 1973, President 2919-24) 
and her effigy appeared on a June 2019 
stamp.

In 2024 Peter Pellegrini (born 1975) 
became President and his effigy appeared 
on a June 2024 stamp.
History

In 1995, Slovakia issued a stamp for 
the 50th anniversary of the liberation of the 
Nazi concentration camps, and in 2017 a 
stamp with tribute to the victims of Holo-
caust was released.

In 2020 a stamp 
was issued to remem-
ber the tragic January 
1945 events in Ostrý 
Grúň and Kl’ak when 
an anti-partisan group 
attacked these two 
villages and murdered 
150 people.

Left, Slovakia 2011 Visegrad 20 
years; right, 2021 Visegrad 30 years

Above, Slovakia 2009 
President Gasparovic 
gold foil;

Right, Slovakia 
2004 President 

Gasparovic Sc. 459

Slovakia 2014 
President KiskaSlovakia 2019 Pres. Caputova

Slovakia 2024 
President Pellegrine

Slovakia 1995 liberation 
of concentration camps 
50 anniversary Sc. 214Slovakia 2020 tragic 1945 events 

in Ostry Grun and Klak
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The Herman Herst Library
MOST OUT OF PRINT—LIMITED QUANTITIES —

ALL OFFERED POSTPAID!

The Compleat Philatelist: OUT OF PRINT. Covers all 
phases of the hobby of “philately”—including the meaning 
of the word, and how readers can transition “from stamp 
collectors” to “philatelists”…………………Postpaid $16
More Stories To Collect Stamps By: OUT OF PRINT. 
As described by Herst, “this is primarily a fun book,” 
a compilation of outstanding articles from major stamp 
periodicals as well as new articles……….…Postpaid $16
Still More Stories To Collect Stamps By: Personally selected 
by Herst, 76 tales as only he could tell them are supplemented 
by dozens of photos—a first in a Herst book…Postpaid  $16
The Best of Herst’s Outbursts: OUT OF PRINT. Herst’s 
Outbursts, his house organ, were published from 1934, when 
he was in England, to 1973, when he retired.…Postpaid $16

Special offer—Save $10—The 4 Books 
Described Above, Reg. $64, Postpaid......$54 

ALSO AVAILABLE WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!
NAUSAU STREET—Hard Cover Out of Print. This Book is 
Now A Collector’s Item Itself!  The most famous of Herman 
Herst’s books takes us back to when stamp collecting emerged 
as the most popular hobby in the world, describing the events 
and the colorful characters who made Nassau Street a mecca for 
stamp collectors everywhere. Soft cover, new……..Postpaid $29
Or enjoy it hard cover gently used for……………Postpaid $34
Fun & Profit in Stamp Collecting: Out of Print. This book will 
teach you how to make some money while enjoying your hobby 
AND reveal the financial pitfalls to which too many collectors 
unwittingly succumb………………. ……………New Sold Out
Enjoy it gently used for…………………………...Postpaid $24
Put A Stamp On It!: NEW (not illustrated above), 77 articles in 
more than 350 pages—fascinating reading with an emphasis on 
how stamps and the mail affected important events of Herman 
Herst, Jr.’s era………………………………………SOLD OUT

: jd@stampnewsnow.com


